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Figure 6. Box plot of tail-length/wing-length in different taxa. B, 
Group 1 burkii; W, group 2 whistleri; N, group 3 nemoralis; T4, 
group 4 tephrocephalus from Yunnan (China) and northeast 
Burma; T5, group 5 tephrocephalus from northeast India and 
west Burma; T6, group 6 tephrocephalus from Sichuan (China); 
S, group 7 soroc V, group 8 valentini; L, group 9 latouchei. Same 
individuals as in Table 2 plus 4 unsexed burkii (group 1). 
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l5 R4, the description must refer to group 1, since we 

have not found any specimens of group 2 or group 3 
with only two white outer rectrices and only these 
three groups occur in the Himalayas (cf. Fig. 8). 

Cryptolopha auricapilla Swainson, 1837, was 
described from ‘India’. The type of auricapilla was 
originally in the Linnaean Society’s Museum, London, 
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Figure 5. Box plot of length of white wedge (in mm) on R5 (a) 
and R6 (b) in different taxa. B, Group 1 burkii; W, group 2 
whistleri; N, group 3 nemoralis; T4, group 4 tephrocephalus 
from Yunnan (China) and northeast Burma; T5, group 5 tephro- 
cephalus from northeast India and west Burma; T6, group 6 
tephrocephalusfrom Sichuan (China); S, group 7 soroc V, group 
8 valentini; L, group 9 latouchei. Same individuals as in Table 2 
plus 4 unsexed burkii (group 1). 
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have sympatric breeding distributions (see Distri- 
bution, below, and Fig. S), while the ones which are 
most similar are allopatric. 
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Nomenclatural review 

Sylvia burkii Burton, 1836, was described from ‘the 
Himalayas’ (type locality restricted by Ticehurst 1925 
to Siklum). The type of burkii was originally deposited 
in the Museum of the Army Medical Department, 
Chatham, UK, but the fate of this collection is 
unknown, and it seems likely that the type has either 
decayed or been destroyed (Robert Prys-Jones in litt.). 
The type description states that the tail is brown 
except for white inner webs to the two outer rectrices 
(R5-R6). Provided that all of the tail-feathers were 
present, and that Burton did not overlook any white on 
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Figure 7. Box plot of relative bill size (bill-length x bill-width/tail- 
length) in different taxa. B, Group 1 burkii; W, group 2 whistleri; 
N, group 3 nemoralis; T4, group 4 tephrocephalus from Yunnan 
(China) and northeast Burma; T5, group 5 tephrocephalus from 
northeast India and west Burma; T6, group 6 tephrocephalus 
from Sichuan (China); S, group 7 soror; V, group 8 valentini; 
L, group 9 latouchei. Same individuals as in Table 2 plus 4 
unsexed burkii (group 1). 
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