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Thamnolaea is sometimes subsumed in Myrmecocichla (Sibley
and Monroe, 1990; Howard and Moore, 1991). As noted above,
our data support a close relationship of Thamnolaea with some spe-
cies of Myrmecocichla.

The taxonomic position of Buff-streaked Chat C. bifasciatus, en-
demic to southern Africa, has long puzzled taxonomists. Various
authors have placed this species in Myrmecocichla (Seebohm,
1881), Oenanthe (Ripley, 1964), Saxicola (Tye, 1989a) or in the
monotypic genus Campicoloides (Wolters, 1980; Dickinson, 2003).
Our data suggest that it is not closely related to Saxicola but is part
of a well-supported clade with Oenanthe, Myrmecocichla and Tham-
nolaea, as the sister taxon of M. albifrons. Illera et al. (2008) had
previously noted, on the basis of cyt b data, that the Buff-streaked
Chat does not belong in Saxicola but could not resolve its exact po-
sition due to limitations of taxon sampling.

The paraphyly of Oenanthe and Myrmecocichla indicates that the
current classification of these chats does not accurately reflect
their relationships. Our study sampled only two species of Cerco-
mela but this included the type species, C. melanura. To maintain
Cercomela as a genus would require the subdivision of Oenanthe
into at least three genera. To avoid unneccessary proliferation of
generic names, we recommend that Cercomela Bonaparte, 1856
be included in Oenanthe Vieillot, 1816. The genus Oenanthe (includ-
ing Cercomela) may be expanded slightly to include M. albifrons and
C. bifasciatus. A second genus would include the species O.
monticola, M. aethiops, M. melaena and both species of Thamnolaea.
However, because our study did not include M. formicivora, which
is the type species of Myrmecocichla, it is unclear whether Myr-
mecocichla Cabanis, 1850 or Thamnolaea Cabanis, 1850 is the
appropriate name for this genus. The second alternative, which
we prefer, is to place C. bifasciatus and all species of Myrmecocichla
and Thamnolaea in Oenanthe Vieillot, 1816. This arrangement
acknowledges the lack of strong morphological differences be-
tween traditional Oenanthe and Myrmecocichla, and between Myr-
mecocichla and Thamnolaea.

On the basis of a less extensive molecular data set (the mito-
chondrial cyt b and ND2) but more extensive sampling of Oenanthe
and Cercomela, Outlaw et al. (2010) recently confirmed that both
Oenanthe and Cercomela are paraphyletic. They argued that,
whereas Cercomela should be included in Oenanthe, some species
traditionally included in Cercomela should be transferred to two
newly revived genera. Their study did not include Oenanthe monti-
cola (type species of Dromolaea Cabanis, 1851) and did not specify
which species of Myrmecocichla (which our study indicates is para-
phyletic) were sampled. As a result, it is unclear whether the new

Table 2
Comparison between the Dickinson (2003) classification of Turdidae and Muscicap-
idae and the classification proposed in this study. Numbers after generic names in the
first column refer to species sampled in this study/species recognized by Dickinson
(2003).

Dickinson (2003) This study Higher taxon
Genus Genus

Turdidae
Neocossyphus (2/2) Neocossyphus Turdidae
Stizorhina (2/2) Stizorhina Turdidae
Myophonus (2/7) Myophonus Muscicapidae: Saxicolinae
Geomalia (0/1) – –
Zoothera (1/32) Zoothera Turdidae
Ixoreus (0/1) – –
Ridgwayia (0/1) – –
Cataponera (0/1) – –
Sialia (1/3) Sialia Turdidae
Myadestes (2/13) Myadestes Turdidae
Cichlopsis (0/1) – –
Catharus (1/12) Catharus Turdidae
Hylocichla (0/1) – –
Entomodestes (1/2) Entomodestes Turdidae
Platycichla (0/2) – –
Psophocichla (0/1) – –
Turdus (1/65) Turdus Turdidae
Nesocichla (0/1) – –
Cichlherminia (0/1) – –
Cochoa (1/4) Cochoa Turdidae
Chlamydochaera (1/1) Chlamydochaera Turdidae
Brachypteryx (2/5) Brachypteryx Muscicapidae: Saxicolinae
Heinrichia (1/1) Heinrichia Muscicapidae: Saxicolinae
Alethe (2/5) Alethe Muscicapidae: Muscicapinae:

Copsychini
Pseudalethe Muscicapidae: Erithacinae

Muscicapidae: Saxicolinae
Pogonocichla (1/1) Pogonocichla Muscicapidae: Erithacinae
Swynnertonia (1/1) Swynnertonia Muscicapidae: Erithacinae
Stiphrornis (2/2) Stiphrornis Muscicapidae: Erithacinae
Sheppardia (2/8) Sheppardia Muscicapidae: Erithacinae
Erithacus (1/1) Erithacus Muscicapidae: Erithacinae
Luscinia (16/18) Luscinia Muscicapidae: Saxicolinae

Larvivora Muscicapidae: Saxicolinae
Calliope Muscicapidae: Saxicolinae
Tarsiger Muscicapidae: Saxicolinae

Irania (1/1) Irania Muscicapidae: Saxicolinae
Cossyphicula (0/1) – –
Cossypha (7/14) Cossypha Muscicapidae: Erithacinae
Xenocopsychus (0/1) – –
Cichladusa (0/3) – –
Cercotrichas (9/10) Cercotrichas Muscicapidae: Muscicapinae:

Copsychini
Namibornis (0/1) – –
Copsychus (3/7) Copsychus Muscicapidae: Muscicapinae:

Copsychini
Trichixos (1/1) Copsychus Muscicapidae: Muscicapinae:

Copsychini
Saxicoloides (1/1) Copsychus Muscicapidae: Muscicapinae:

Copsychini
Phoenicurus (5/11) Phoenicurus Muscicapidae: Saxicolinae
Hodgsonius (1/1) Luscinia Muscicapidae: Saxicolinae
Rhyacornis (1/2) Phoenicurus Muscicapidae: Saxicolinae
Chaimarrornis (1/1) Phoenicurus Muscicapidae: Saxicolinae
Myiomela (1/2) Myiomela Muscicapidae: Saxicolinae
Cinclidium (0/1) – –
Grandala (0/1) – –
Enicurus (3/7) Enicurus Muscicapidae: Saxicolinae
Saxicola (4/10) Saxicola Muscicapidae: Saxicolinae
Campicoloides (1/1) Oenanthe Muscicapidae: Saxicolinae
Oenanthe (7/22) Oenanthe Muscicapidae: Saxicolinae
Cercomela (2/9) Oenanthe Muscicapidae: Saxicolinae
Myrmecocichla (3/7) Oenanthe Muscicapidae: Saxicolinae
Thamnolaea (1/2) Oenanthe Muscicapidae: Saxicolinae
Pinarornis (0/1)
Monticola (3/10) Monticola Muscicapidae: Saxicolinae
Pseudocossyphus (0/2) – –
Muscicapidae: Muscicapinae
Fraseria (2/2) Fraseria Muscicapidae: Muscicapinae:

Muscicapini

Table 2 (continued)

Dickinson (2003) This study Higher taxon
Genus Genus

Melaenornis (5/12) Melaenornis Muscicapidae: Muscicapinae:
Muscicapini

Empidornis (0/1)
Rhinomyias (4/11) Cyornis Muscicapidae: Niltavinae

Eumyias Muscicapidae: Niltavinae
Vauriella Muscicapidae: Saxicolinae

Muscicapa (13/23) Muscicapa Muscicapidae: Muscicapinae
Myioparus (0/2) – –
Stenostira (0/1) – –
Humblotia (0/1) – –
Ficedula (9/29) Ficedula Muscicapidae: Saxicolinae

Anthipes Muscicapidae: Niltavinae
Cyanoptila (1/1) Cyanoptila Muscicapidae: Niltavinae
Eumyias (3/5) Eumyias Muscicapidae: Niltavinae
Cyornis (5/17) Cyornis Muscicapidae: Niltavinae
Niltava (5/6) Niltava Muscicapidae: Niltavinae
Muscicapella (0/1) – –
Culicicapa (0/2) – –
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monotypic genus Campicoloides (Wolters, 1980; Dickinson, 2003).
Our data suggest that it is not closely related to Saxicola but is part
of a well-supported clade with Oenanthe, Myrmecocichla and Tham-
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Cercomela as a genus would require the subdivision of Oenanthe
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mecocichla Cabanis, 1850 or Thamnolaea Cabanis, 1850 is the
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