Syllabus

PNG0021 Development Theory
Course in Development Theory for post-graduate students
Course code PNG0021
The course is given as part of the postgraduate research school ‘Northern Ruralities in Change’ at the Department of Urban and Rural Development at the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences.

University credits
7,5 credits
Content
Discussions of globalization, poverty, economy and environment are often centered on the concept of development. But what does that concept mean and what is its history?
This interdisciplinary course focuses on the concept and history of development. It traces how the notion and concept of development has evolved in a historical and political perspective. It introduces the evolution of concepts and approaches in development studies over the last 50 years. What have been the dominant perspectives in development studies? Which are the dominating currents at the start of the new millennium? These questions are all placed in a historical context, from World War II until the aftermath of the Asian crisis and the impact of a globalizing world. Important theories of development such as the modernization theory, school of dependence, world system theory and postcolonial approaches are some of the topics that will be discussed during the course.

Furthermore, the course compares and analyzes different economic, political and ideological notions of development and underdevelopment, giving examples from all major regions of the world.

This course is suitable for all PhD-students, regardless of disciplinary background, who are interested in expanding the knowledge of development and the various forms this concept has taken historically and regionally.
Objective
This course will provide Ph.D-students with skills on how to conduct research on issues that are relevant to urban and rural development and natural resource management. Upon completion of the course, the Ph.D-students shall:
Be able to account for the major schools of development and their theoretical foundations
Be able to understand, analyze and compare different theoretical approaches to development

Be able to compare and analyze how different notions of development are linked to contemporary processes of globalization, environmental issues, and political economy 

Be able to apply and develop interdisciplinary approaches to development in relation to future dissertation work.
Lectures

Participation in seven lectures. The literature corresponding to each lecture shall be read in advance.

The lectures are held in English or Swedish, depending on which language the students speak.

Examination and Course Credit
Written exam, presentations and seminar discussions.
For successful completion of the course the student must pass: approved examination, participate in seminars and presentations. 
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