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20 mins on SCNI activities

1. About SCNI / CNV in general, our assignment
2. Competence development in nature interpretation 

- seminars, webinars, courses on demand
3. SLU University Courses 
4. Interpretation and international cooperation



Swedish Centre for Nature Interpretation:

• Part of SLU Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences
Department of Urban and Rural Development, Ultuna in Uppsala

• Agreement with the SEPA since 2008 – support naturum, national parks, 
outdoor recreation (Sea and Water Agency, Heritage Board e g)

• Competence resource and meeting place for nature interpreters
• Handbooks, cnv/slu.se, newsletters, checklists, good examples, overview
• Cooperation, education, development and research
…. Tools, Theory, Together





reflective professionals
- develop with interpretation

& peer learning





On offer:

• Lectures and short courses,
seminars, workshops and ”gökottor” (morning webbinars)

• Courses on demand

• University courses

• Cooperation with Interpret Europe 



Open seminars, workshops, ”gökottor”

• Seminars and workshops (online or face-to-face)
Trails and footpaths, Pilgrim trails, Planning, Evaluation, Reviewing, 
Digital tools, Ocean awareness, Health, Formal education / Schools

• Gökottor (early morning webinars with inspirational lecture 15 
mins followed by discussion)

Climate change / biodiversity, Art and nature interpretation, 
Right of public access, Forest dialogues
Accessible interpretation



Lectures, short courses on demand

• Nature interpretation basics

• Dialogue for landscapes

• Writing about nature

• Nature based integration – interpreting in many languages





SLU course 1 
Nature interpretation for professionals
• 3 cred, 10% Sept – Dec

• Since 2010 about 220 students examined

• Reflection, theory and practice

• Mixed group of professionals – naturum, NGOs, nature tourism

• Two meetings on Ultuna campus, Uppsala

• Three assignments: analyses, literature and own project

• Tomorrow! CNV staff examination seminars





SLU course 2 
Environmental assessment, environmental
communication and nature interpretation

• Since 2018,  7,5 cred

• SLU program students (Environmental sciences and Rural development)

• Applied example of EC, introduction to nature interpretation theory&practice

• Study and analyse activities (guided tour, panels, exhibition)

• Prepare own guided presentation and write essay where theory is applied

on own experiences





SLU course 3 
Social entrepreneurship and nature interpretation

• Since 2023,  7,5 cred

• SLU Rural development students and professionals

• The landscape of nature interpretation – UNSECO World heritage, 

Geoparcs, National parks, tourism destinations 

• Planning for interpretation – place development







Thank you! Questions? 



“Interpretation is a mission-based 
approach to communication 
aimed at provoking in audiences the 
discovery of personal meaning and the 
forging of personal connections with 
things, places, people and concepts.”

Sam Ham 2013
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