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GS-VMAS Newsletter 
April, 2021
During 2021 we are planning for many interesting courses and workshops/seminars that we hope will be of interest for many. We are happy to announce a new series of events “Career after PhD studies” that we hope will inspire the PhD students when it comes to their future after the postgraduate studies. The first activity of this series is a seminar in May by Tove Fall, who is the SLU alumni of the year, and she will take us through her academic journey. We are already planning for the next event that will take place in the autumn and focus on possible careers outside of academia.      
Seminars and workshops during the spring
During the spring GS-VMAS has arranged/planned the following activities:
· Covid challenges for PhD students (19th of March)
· Life is an uncertain project, with Ingvard Wilhelmsen (21st of April)
· Finish on time – From efficiency to effectiveness (28th of April)
· Career after PhD studies – seminar with SLU alumni Tove Fall (12th of May)
Covid challenges for PhD students 
With regards to the difficulties and challenges associated with the Covid-19 pandemic to pursue PhD studies GS-VMAS arranged a start-up webinar/workshop for PhD students and supervisors at the VH faculty where the following topics were discussed: 
· What has worked well? Any positive experiences/routines that you will continue with after the pandemic?
· What has not worked well/been challenging?
· Ideas for actions that can be taken to improve supervision during the pandemic?
· Ideas on topics for digital webinar or other digital events with focus on these challenges?
A summary from these discussions has been sent to the head of each department and we hope that the discussions will continue at your departments.
GS-VMAS is planning a new workshop on this theme in June.
About funding - SLU Course organiser's guide
Here is some general SLU information about funding for organising PhD courses:
As a researcher/supervisor employed at SLU you can apply for organising PhD courses. Funding is primarily provided by SLU’s research schools. For more information on GS-VMAS funding for organising PhD course, se below. 
If you plan to organise a course together with colleagues at Nordic universities, members in the NOVA university network, and aim for participants from SLU and other international universities it is also possible to apply for funding from SLU NOVA.
Call for organising GS-VMAS PhD course 2022
Time to plan for 2022. You will all receive a separate mail regarding the interest to organise PhD courses 2022 within GS-VMAS. With this we would like to remind you to send us your "Notice of interest" and/or suggestions for PhD-courses or other PhD-education related activities that you want to organize or wish that someone else can run. We look forward to input from PhD-students, supervisors as well as from all staff at our faculty. 
We need to receive your suggestions no later than May 15. If you wish to organize a course please attach a notice of interest, a budget and an estimation of the number of post-graduate students who are potentially interested to attend according to the instructions at GS-VMAS homepage, www.slu.se/gs-vmas-guide-course-organiser. 
If you want to organise some other activity such as a workshop or seminar please send an e-mail with a short description of the content and preliminary budget.
A second call for organising courses 2022 will be during autumn with a deadline of 15th November.
Call for organising NOVA course 2022
SLU NOVA will open for applications on March 16, for courses to be organized during 2021.  Application deadline is May 15. For more information, please visit: https://internt.slu.se/en/support-services/education/doctoral-education1/doctoral-courses/slu-nova/ 
Upcoming GS-VMAS PhD courses 2021
During 2021 we have many PhD courses throughout the year. At our webpage you can find course posters and registration links to those with a set start date as well as an excel-file with all courses planned during 2021. Please visit: https://www.slu.se/en/graduate-schools/graduate-school-veterinary-medicine-and-animal-sciences/ 
The following PhD courses are planned during the summer/early autumn:
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SLU's general basic courses for PhD students 
For more information regarding SLU's general courses in transferable skills, please visit the SLU webpage on Doctoral courses.
Mobility support
The pandemic has restricted the possibility to travel and attend courses at other locations but if there is a course that you hope will still run in the later part of 2021 you are welcome with a mobility support application. 
Do you have an idea for a seminar or a workshop?
GS-VMAS have funds available to grant money for seminars and/or workshops. If you have a visiting research partner or an opponent present for a dissertation it may be a great opportunity to combine this with arranging a seminar or workshop. 
Please contact us at gs-vmas@slu.se and we will let you know whether there are funds available for your idea. 

All the best from the coordinators and administrators for GS-VMAS 
Miia, Anne-Lie, Göran and Susanna
image2.png
e

SLU

PVS0166 Equitation science,
4.0 credits

PhD course arranged by Graduate School
for Veterinary Medicine and Animal Sciences
(GS-VMAS)

Course dates
June 14-15, September 16-17, October 11-12, 2021

Location: online (Zoom)

Content

The cours il e hed during S days (une, September, October) 3 on onlie course via Zoom (due fo the angaing

pandemic) and wil provide partcipats withscenifc and pracial 100 wih which they can validate human-horse nfractons

o iy raining methods hat ar eiica and effectv and highght hose that represen! proems for horse viefare and huma

safty. o achieve i, lectures and seminar ill over fopic such as equin etholgy,perceplion and commuricaton, pplic

d ethology, euine cognitan and earming, applied leamingtheo, rescarch methocs inequiaton cience and commuricaton of

scentifc fncings to pomate evidence based pracice.

The courseconsistsofectures (20 hours),group discussion (5 hurs) and seminars (15 hours), a home assgnment (70 hours)

and 3 vitua practical workshop (5 hours) where theorstcalknowledge i putno acton o bridge sience i practce. Real

case scenarioswil be implemented hroughout

Ater course completon, students shall be abl to:

+ descrve the horses'biological needs

+ discuss and ntegrate an efhlogical approach fo franing and wefare assessment

+ defne and explan earing theory and appy o training, accounting fo he horses'cogniive and sensory abiies

+ defne abnorma behaviou,reflectupon he develapmen of umanted behaviaur and provide @vidence-based soluions to
vealfe problems

+ crticaly svaluste and explain th efcts of management and humanirideron horse welfare

+ ectively discuss, communicate, and implement an evidence-based approach fo uman-hare infractons

Prerequisites
Admitied 0 2 postoraduate program (PhD, MSc) o passed academic gradute level caurses n, . animal science, eauine
science, veteinary science, agricultural science, biology, fhology. Paricipan's ofresidency proorammes,(or other speciaization
programmes vithrelevance o cquiaton sience) vill o be adrited

Information and application: www.slu.se/gs-vmas-courses
Course leader: Elke Hartmann, elke.hartmann@slu.se and

Maria Vilain Rérvang, mariav.rorvang@slu.se

Last date for application: May 17, 2021
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PVS0155 Animal Welfare and the UN
Sustainable Development Goals, 3.0 credits

PhD course arranged by Graduate School for
Veterinary Medicine and Animal Sciences (GS-VMAS)

Course date: June 28 - July 1, 2021
Location: Digital via Zoom

Content

After completing the course the PhD students shall be able to

1 Assess relationships between animal welfare and the UN sustainable development goals and
integrate animal welfare issues with their relevant sustainable development goals

2 Relate their own research to animal welfare and the UN sustainable development goals

3.Map and present some major knowledge gaps related to animal welfare and sustainable
development

4 Actively participate in cross-disciplinary discussions on future challenges and solutions related to
animal welfare and sustainable development

The course will include 4 days (3 nights) digital meeting via Zoom, and reading and individual project
work before and after the meeting. It will include workshops and student based learning activities
Activities will include interactions and cross-disciplinary knowledge transfer with other students and at
least three interationally well-known researchers, at least one working with animal welfare and one
working with sustainable development. Although having its primary focus on farm animals, the course
will be relevant to students working with all categories of animals.

Prerequisites
Admitted to a postgraduate program in animal science, biology, veterinary medicine, food science,
nutrition, nursing, or related subjects, or to a residency program in veterinary science.

Information and application: www.slu.se/gs-vmas-courses
Course organizers: Anna Wallenbeck (anna.wallenbeck@slu.se)
Gabriela Olmos Antillén (gabriela.olmos.antillon@slu.se)

Anette Wichman (Anette. Wichman@slu.se)

Last date for application: May 31, 2021
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PVS0141 Introduction to
bioinformatics, 10 credits

PhD course arranged by Graduate School for
Veterinary Medicine and Animal Sciences (GS-VMAS)

Course date: August 30 — November 1, 2021
Location: Uppsala and Online

Content

The course aims to give the student a solid foundation in the basic methods of
iomformalics f wil cover he theories, algorthms and pracical appications of
computer-based methods for analysis 6f DNA sequences and protein structures.
The topics to be covered include

- biological databases

~homology analysis

- sequence analysis (with emphasis on the package EMBOSS and UGENE)
 statistics and R infroduction

- web-based tools for analysis

~ the Unix operating system

- phylogen

- comparative genomics

 functional genomics

~ protein molifs

- Next Generation Sequencing (NGS)

Prerequisites

Admitted to a postgraduate program in animal science, biology, veterinary medicine,
food science, nutrition, nursing, bioinformatics or similar subjects, or to a residency
progam i velerinary science 'Some knowledge in biology or cell biology/molecular
genetics.

Information and application: http://www.slu.se/gs-vmas-courses
Course leader: Erik Bongcam-Rudloff, Erik.Bongcam@slu.se

Last date for application: August 16, 2021
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PVGO0045 Introduction to Python for
data science, 2 credits

PhD course arranged by Graduate School for
Veterinary Medicine and Animal Sciences (GS-VMAS)

Course date: September 6-10, 2021
Location: Zoom (online course.

Content

in the big data era, programming skills are required in order to efficiently handle datasets. Scientists
in natural sciences are commonly exposed to big datasets facing a most demanding task. It is most
‘common that SLU PhD students have to analyze datasets that require different skillsets to
traditional tools like Excel. Moreover, a common situation requires datasets to be transformed in
various formats in order to be analyzed by specialized software. Analysis in the case of big data can
be achieved only programmatically. Python Is currently the most popular programming language for
data science. The latter could not be possible without the Pandas library which greatly facilitates a
wide range of operations needed for data analysis, like transforming data format, combining data
stored in different files and producing insightful summaries regarding data quality and interpretation.
Moreover, the extensive graphic-related ecosystem of Python like the Seaborn library offers
tremendous possibilites for constructing informative graphs both for facilitating data interpretation
and for publication purposes.

The course format will include morning lectures that will be followed by practical exercises. The
interactive development environment of Jupyter (www jupyter org) will be used throughout the.
course. Basic Python syntax wil be introduced and thereafter students will gradually buid core data
science related skills. In particular, the students will be introduced to the Pandas library and practice
data manipulation and aggregation techniques in large datasets. Finally, the students will gain
experience in producing informative graphs using the Seaborn library or similar

Prerequisites.
Admitted to a PhD or residency program in biology, medicine, nursing, veterinary medicine, animal

science, food science, nutrtion or similar topics. No prior programming experience is required.

Information and application: www.slu.se/gs-vmas-courses
Course leader: Christos Palaiokostas (christos.palaiokostas@slu.se)

Last date for application: August 9, 2021
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PNS0222 Spectral techniques for
animal, agricultural and veterinary
sciences, 4 credits

PhD course arranged by Graduate School for
Veterinary Medicine and Animal Science (GS-VMAS)

Course date: September 6 — December 10, 2021
Logation: Umea (partly via Zoom)

Content.

The PhD course includes an introduction to spectral data acquisition and analysis using hand
held, laboratory, airborne (drone) and spacebomne (satellite) sensors. Analysis methods include
Classifcation and fegression Chemometie aigontime. Exarmples o relevat scientiic and
ccommercials applications are included, from the animal/plant tissues level to the field plots and
landscape levels.

The students will learn basics skills of spectral measurements and analysis (with a focus on the
infared spectralregion) hrough state-0r-he-art ectures, demonsirations and praciical cases
Apart from these uled activities, the students will perform their own studies on suggested
literature to improve their understanding of the subject and a small indvidual project that wil
include () spectal data acquiston, (1) analyze of these data and (i) a discussion on the
obtained results and related limits. deally, the students will create their own dataset during the
course or import it from their thesis. However, already acquired datasets will be available i
necessary.

Lectures will represent a total of approximately 30 hours, demonstrations 10 hours and
practical work 30 hours. The students are expected to spend a minimum of 36 hours on their
own studies, including their personal project and presentations as a part of the examination
Due to the current pandemic context, the students will have the possibiliy to participate to most
of the lectures and'some of the demansrations using video links (e.g. zoom)

Prerequisites
Adnmitied to.2 postgraduate program in animal science, biology, veterinary medicine, food
science, nutrition, nursing, or related subjects, or to a residency program in veterinary science.

Information and application: http://www.slu.se/gs-vmas-courses
Course leaders: Marten Hetta (marten.hetta@slu.se)
and Julien Morel (julien.morel@slu.se)

Last date for application: August 9, 2021
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