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Alternative metrics / Altmetrics
• Started around 2010 (The Altmetric Manifesto)
• A complement to bibliometrics / scientometrics
• Results within a shorter time frame
• Focus outside academia

– news, social media, policy documents, 
patents, wikipedia, etc.

• Three commercial providers
– Altmetric Explorer (connected to SpringerNature)
– PlumX (Elsevier)
– Overton (independent, focus on policy documents)

J. Priem, D. Taraborelli, P. Groth, C. Neylon (2010), Altmetrics: A manifesto, 
26 October 2010. http://altmetrics.org/manifesto

http://altmetrics.org/manifesto
http://altmetrics.org/manifesto






How is it used?
• Individual interest.
• Rough estimate of potential impact 

outside academia.
• Communications with various 

stakeholders.
• Never used in systematic evaluation.

– Mainly because of risk of gaming, 
challenge to interpret, and methods are 
still new and under development.



Altmetrics Explorer
• https://www.altmetric.com/explorer/
• Sign up: need to be on SLUs 

network, or connected to VPN
• Use @slu.se email

• Altmetric report on SOL: 
https://www.altmetric.com/explorer/r
eport/5c0c310d-3a34-42f4-b641-
aa8309faaedb

https://www.altmetric.com/explorer/
https://www.altmetric.com/explorer/report/5c0c310d-3a34-42f4-b641-aa8309faaedb


How does it work?
• Identifier is key (DOI)
• Tracked sources
• Mix of direct feeds and text mining 

(e.g. Twitter mentions are updated 
daily, but some policy sources are 
only updated quarterly)

• SLU provides lists of the 
universities research output 
(mainly articles and book 
chapters)



Mentions for dept. of Urban and Rural Development 



Most mentioned publications



Mentions in news sources

Mention source Country Mentions

MSN United States 23

The Conversation Australia 20

Phys.org United Kingdom 16

Yahoo! News United States 15

Foreign Affairs New 
Zealand New Zealand 11

Scroll India India 10

AllAfrica United States 9

Forskning.se Sweden 8



Mentions in policy sources

Policy sources Country Mentions
FAO Italy 66
Naturvardsverket Sweden 40
International Union for Conservation of 
Nature Switzerland 33
The Publications Office of the European 
Union Luxembourg 23
Stockholm Environment Institute Sweden 11
OECD France 7
Asian Development Bank Philippines 7
World Bank United States 6



Thank you!

For questions about altmetrics:
daniel.albertsson@slu.se

For questions about bibliometrics:
bib-metri@slu.se

For general questions:
library@slu.se

Contact:

mailto:daniel.albertsson@slu.se
mailto:bib-metri@slu.se
mailto:Library@slu.se
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