
 

Instructions for the portfolio 2020 (autumn semester) 

– regarding admission to specific courses 

 

Since certain courses within the Landscape Architecture Master’s programme (LAM) 
require skills that are not easily identified within the standard admission procedure at SLU, 
the routine described below has been established to allow students the right to apply for 
admission to these specific courses, although approved portfolios don’t automatically grant 
admission, since the number of students for each course is limited. The routine is aimed at 
three courses, grouped into two subject areas. The portfolio may grant admission to both 
two, one or none of the groups:  

 

– Landscape planning 

o Planning Project – Driving Forces and Contemporary Tendencies  

o Planning Project – Large Scale Structures, Analysis and EIA  

 

– Digital visualisation tools 

 o Digital Landscape Visualisation  

 
 

It is not necessary to state which courses you aim for, since all of them will be considered 
for all portfolios. There is a considerable overlap among the two subject areas, of course.  

What’s a portfolio?  

A portfolio is a collection of samples from projects, assignments or other work that you 
have produced during previous education or previous professional activity. If you lack 
suitable material, it is also possible to create new projects, or modify some old project(s) to 
make it more appropriate. Note that the material needs to be entirely your own, or 
produced by you in cooperation with others, e.g. in group projects! The submitted portfolio 
should include at least three (3) projects or assignments that illustrate – using both text and 
images – your ability to either design, plan and/or digitally visualise a landscape, depending 
on which course(s) you are interested in. The balance between the amount of text and 
images depends on the treated subject. Everything needs to be correctly referenced and 
your role in the project must be clear. A jury assigned by SLU will consider the portfolio 
according to the following aspects: relevance, knowledge, and skill. These aspects will be 
regarded for each of the two subject areas planning and digital visualisation.  

The entire portfolio should be as anonymous as possible (see below).  

 

 

 



Relevance  

The presented projects should focus on landscape. The landscape can be represented in 
different scales and can include both urban and rural situations. Examples of landscapes are 
gardens, parks, cemeteries, squares, streets, residential areas, cities, recreation areas, 
municipalities, regions and the systems they may be part of. The projects should address 
issues and questions in landscapes architecture that can be linked to the areas and places 
described.  

Knowledge  

The projects should demonstrate your ability to design, plan and/or digitally visualise 
landscapes. Both visualisations and text should show your level of experience and expertise 
in the processes that can be related to these activities. Reflection and theoretical connection 
are important, and it is imperative that you can demonstrate your ability to deal with 
complex and multifaceted problems in depth.  

Skills  

The projects in the portfolio should be presented using text, graphics, plans, sections, 
and/or other visualisation techniques. The visualisations and layout should be coherent and 
logical for each project. The content should convey a clear message. Thus, it is the content 
and quality of the projects that are important, and the techniques used are a means of 
mediating this. Simply demonstrating skills in various techniques without content will not 
work. Bearing this in mind, it’s important to prepare visualisations, using digital and/or 
analogue tools. Your projects should express abilities to explore, sketch, present and 
communicate through several different media such as; pen/pencil/crayon drawing, model 
making, GIS, CAD, Photoshop, InDesign, Sketch-Up, or other relevant software, depending 
on the task at hand.  

Formatting  

Your portfolio should be submitted as a pdf file, preferably in landscape A3 with a 
recommended maximum of 16 pages. Submitted portfolios may be printed in order to be 
assessed, so ensure that the document can be printed.  

Write your application number from universityadmissions.se on the portfolio but no more 
information about yourself is required (no CV). You should keep the portfolio as 
anonymous as possible, i.e. avoid mentioning your name or any other information that 
would identify you.  

The portfolio should be submitted via e-mail (as a PDF file, max 60MB) to the e-mail 
address: PortfolioLAM@slu.se  

Write in the e-mail’s subject field: Portfolio LAM  

To prevent plagiarism, accepted portfolios may be published to SLU’s webpage. 

The students will not receive comments on submitted portfolios.  
Note: Application on universityadmissions.se and for Swedish students at 

www.antagning.se is open between 16
th  

of March and 15of April 2020 (also deadline for 

submitting portfolio) 

http://www.antagning.se/

