Template for good practices to reduce antimicrobial resistance by
supporting healthy and productive livestock
1.

Location of the practice/initiative/program and its name if any:
Location: United States (national program). Name: Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) program.

2.

Livestock species, farming system and type of antimicrobial (antibiotic, antiparasitic, antiviral
other) targeted:
Cattle/Beef. All.

3.

Scale of the initiative (farm level/regional/national):
National

4.

What is the main focus of the practice (you may tick more than one):

✔ a. Incentives for change (e.g. competitiveness, business sustainability)
✔ b. Education and training
✔ c. Improving animal management and livestock husbandry systems
5.

Who is responsible for the implementation of the practice (please tick and if applicable
name):
✔ a. Private sector (company/farmer) Farmers/Ranchers, feedlot owners/employees, vets
actually "implement" practices.

✔ b. Farmer’s organisations Administered by National Cattlemen's Beef Association,
funded by The Beef Checkoff.

c. Veterinary/extension service
d. NGO
e. Intergovernmental organisation
f.

Government

g. Other
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6.

Is there evidence available of the effect o tcome of the practice if so please describe
✔ a.

ed ced se of antimicrobials according to 2

✔ b.

ed ced antimicrobial resistance according

c.

2

Increased or red ced clinical disease or other health parameters

✔ d.

ise or decline in animal prod ctivit

✔ e.

ltered resid e level in animal prod ct s

escription
The practices advocated for in the BQA Antibiotic Stewardship for Beef Producers
(https://www.bqa.org/Media/BQA/Docs/bqa_antibiotics_final.pdf) manual are based on science and the
guidelines set forth by the animal health officials governing bodies in the United States. From the website,
"Responsible antibiotic use is important to ensure that animal health technologies remain viable for the beef
industry. It is key that judicious use protocols are developed so that animals are never marketed with
residues and that cattlemen responsibly treat sick cattle." These guidelines are periodically reviewed based on
evolving knowledge and scientific research, and will undergo a revision in the near future.
The full suite of BQA manuals is available here: https://www.bqa.org/resources/manuals.

.

re there an other side effects of the program initiative

The program overall touches on other animal health and welfare topics, like proper handling, proper
injections, euthanasia, and other topics.
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.
rief description of the scope of the activities and of the activities as s ch e.g. n mber
of farms animals targeted more detail description of the farming s stems and the meas res
ta en .
There are around 760,000 beef farms, ranches, and feedyards in the U.S. The program is targeted at all
individuals involved in these operations with in-person trainings held around the country throughout the year.
The BQA program includes in-person and online training, assessments for segments of the supply chain, and
individual certifications. In the database maintained by the National Cattlemen's Beef Association (NCBA),
which does not fully account for all state certifications, there are more than 100,000 individuals certified.

.
ebsite or lin to s pporting doc ments and contact e mail address to the person
s bmitting this practise
www.bqa.org and more specifically, https://www.bqa.org/Media/BQA/Docs/bqa_antibiotics_final.pdf
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