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Introduction

Population: 16.5 millions
Population growth: 1.8%

Surface area; 475.4
thousands sq. km

High social and cultural

diversity
High biological diversity




Cameroon forest cover

Map A. Landsat Images Availlable for the Forest Zone of Cameroon
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Forest resources management
Background

* Precolonial period

— Fortest controled by local
communities and indigenous
people and managed according
to customaty and traditional
laws

— Subsitance farming
— Hunting and gathering

* Colonial period

— The land and resources are
taken from people by colonial
masters (terres vacantes et sans
maitre)

— Resettlement policy of hunters-
gatherers




Backgound cont

* DPost colonial period

1 9 6 O 1 9 8 1 State Forests Council Forests
—_ 1 9 8 1 — 1 9 94_ Protected Areas for Wildlife Forest Reserves Cgrnmunal Forests

National Parks = Integral Ecological Reserves
— Game Reserves

2 = Hunting Areas
= Slnce 1 9 94‘ — Game Ranches belonging

1o the State
— Wildlife Sanctuaries

 Strcutural adjustment — Bufer Zones  potencal Garders ovate Forests

belnging to the State

=R
* Forest reform e Jowery v )

Permanent

* Zoning of the forest
* Intensification of logging

* Introduction of participation
in forest tesoutrces
management i _ s

* Development of patticipatoty T —— A ——
approaches in PA e ——————
management "

Non Permanent | Communal efc

Community Fores 67

ce areas wers 1
Protection Forest,

th other management
2 owned sama-ran
a combination of
ailable data




Forest management regime

Biodiversity Protection and Wildlife Management
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Map 2. Status of Logging Concessions
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Protected areas management regime

* Two assumptions:
— Wilderness |

— TLocal people threaten the _” e Ay
biological diversity ' :

» Restriction and limitation :
of access and use tights of BT
local communities



Protected area management regime

¢ The instrument classifying a state
forest shall take into accouint the
social circumstances of the local
population, who shall retain their
customary rights. Howevet, such
rights might be limited if they are

the forest. In such case, the local
population 1s entitled to
compensation according to

conditions laid down by decree
(Forest Act)




Community mapping

* Objectives:
— To challenging the assumptions of conservationists
— To demonstrate the extent of witch the land 1S used

— To claim land and resource access rights



Mapping process

Community meeting

Soctal mapping ke oo
Training & A
Field wotk

GIS technologies

Validation

Presentation to
government authorities |

negociations



Community mapping
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Impacts of mapping in the
participating communities

Capacity building
Self-esteem and self-confidence
Networking

Documentation of customary use and traditional

knowledge

Transfer of knowledge between generations
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