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IntroductionIntroduction

•• Population: 16.3 millionsPopulation: 16.3 millions
•• Population Population growthgrowth: 1.8%: 1.8%
•• Surface area: Surface area: 475.4 475.4 

thousands sq. kmthousands sq. km
•• High social and cultural High social and cultural 

diversitydiversity
•• High biological diversityHigh biological diversity



CameroonCameroon forestforest covercover



Forest Forest resourcesresources management management 
BackgroundBackground

•• PrecolonialPrecolonial periodperiod
–– Forest Forest controledcontroled by by locallocal

communitiescommunities and and indigenousindigenous
peoplepeople and and managedmanaged accordingaccording
to to customatycustomaty and and traditionaltraditional
lawslaws

–– SubsitanceSubsitance farmingfarming
–– Hunting and Hunting and gatheringgathering

•• ColonialColonial periodperiod
–– The land and The land and resourcesresources are are 

taken from taken from peoplepeople by by colonialcolonial
masters (masters (terresterres vacantesvacantes et sans et sans 
maitremaitre))

–– ResettlementResettlement policy of policy of huntershunters--
gatherersgatherers



BackgoundBackgound contcont

•• Post Post colonialcolonial periodperiod
–– 1960 1960 –– 19811981
–– 19811981-- 19941994
–– SinceSince 19941994

•• StrcuturalStrcutural adjustmentadjustment
•• DemocratisationDemocratisation processprocess
•• Forest reformForest reform
•• ZoningZoning of the of the forestforest
•• IntensificationIntensification of of logginglogging
•• IntroductionIntroduction of of participationparticipation

in in forestforest resourcesresources
managementmanagement

•• Development of Development of participatoryparticipatory
approachesapproaches in PA in PA 
managementmanagement



Forest management Forest management regimeregime



ProtectedProtected areas management areas management regimeregime

•• TwoTwo assumptionsassumptions::
–– WildernessWilderness
–– LocalLocal peoplepeople threatenthreaten the the 

biologicalbiological diversitydiversity
RestrictionRestriction and limitation and limitation 
of access and of access and useuse rights of rights of 
locallocal communitiescommunities



ProtectedProtected area management area management regimeregime

•• The instrument The instrument classifyingclassifying a a statestate
forestforest shallshall taketake intointo accouintaccouint the the 
social social circumstancescircumstances of the of the locallocal
population, who population, who shallshall retainretain theirtheir
customarycustomary rights. rights. HoweverHowever, , suchsuch
rights rights mightmight be be limitedlimited ifif theythey are are 
contrarycontrary to the given to the given objectivesobjectives of of 
the the forestforest. In . In suchsuch casecase, the , the locallocal
population is population is entitledentitled to to 
compensationcompensation accordingaccording to to 
conditionsconditions laidlaid downdown by by decreedecree
(Forest (Forest ActAct))
–– This provision This provision doesdoes not not taketake

intointo considerationconsideration the rights the rights 
of of indigenousindigenous peoplespeoples who are who are 
huntershunters--gatherersgatherers



Community mappingCommunity mapping

•• ObjectivesObjectives::
–– To To challengingchallenging the the assumptionsassumptions of of conservationistsconservationists
–– To To demonstratedemonstrate the the extentextent of of witchwitch the land is the land is usedused
–– To To claimclaim land and land and resourceresource access rightsaccess rights



MappingMapping processprocess

•• Community Community meetingmeeting
•• Social Social mappingmapping
•• TrainingTraining
•• FieldField workwork
•• GIS GIS technologiestechnologies
•• ValidationValidation
•• Presentation to Presentation to 

governmentgovernment authoritiesauthorities
•• negociationsnegociations



Community Community mappingmapping



ImpactsImpacts of of mappingmapping in the in the 
participatingparticipating communitiescommunities

•• CapacityCapacity buildingbuilding
•• SelfSelf--esteemesteem and and selfself--confidenceconfidence
•• NetworkingNetworking
•• DocumentationDocumentation of of customarycustomary useuse and and traditionaltraditional

knowledgeknowledge
•• Transfer of Transfer of knowledgeknowledge betweenbetween generationsgenerations
•• ProctectionProctection of of sacredsacred sitessites
•• MightMight be be usedused againstagainst communitiescommunities



ThankThank you you veryvery muchmuch
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