
 

 

Plant protection at SLU - ideas for the future 

9-10 September 2019, Nässjö 
Start 10.00 Monday 9 September. End 15.00 Tuesday 10 September. 

 

Which are the key challenges for future plant protection? How should we 
at SLU best continue working together and with society to solve these? 

At this SLU-internal workshop, we will discuss, exchange ideas and get inspired. We will 
combine our strengths for future coordination and strategic funding of plant protection 
activities at SLU. The Platform Plant Protection initiative is planned to end in mid-2020 and 
we will summarize our experiences and look forward. The work of the focus groups from 
Platform Plant Protection as well as ideas from the participants will form the starting point for 
these discussions. 

Aims of the meeting are to identify challenges and possible solutions for plant protection at 
SLU, and to plan how we should organize and attract funding for plant protection research, 
outreach and teaching at SLU in the future.  

All researchers, postdocs and PhD-students with an interest in protecting our forests and 
horticultural and agricultural crops against weeds, insects, viruses, mammals, nematodes, fungi 
etc etc at SLU are welcome to participate in this SLU-internal workshop – first come first 
served. The workshop is free of charge and Platform Plant Protection will cover travel costs, 
food and accommodation of the participants. The registration is binding, with a fee of 1,000 
SEK for non-attendance of registered participants. The last date to cancel your registration 
without extra charge is on 1 August. You will receive an email shortly after registration, 
confirming your registration or confirming your place on the waiting list. 

All registered participants will be asked to do preparatory work in advance of the workshop. 
The workshop will be facilitated by Malin von Essen and Katja Fedrowitz. 

Register here: www.slu.se/futureplantprotection 

Last day to register: 20 June 2019. 

 
Find more information on Platform Plant Protection and the background to this 
workshop on the next page! 
 
 
 

http://www.slu.se/platformplantprotection
http://www.slu.se/futureplantprotection


Background  
 
SLU has a wealth of expertise and invests considerable resources in the area of plant protection with 
research that balances production and environmental goals. Plant protection research is performed at the 
LTV-, NJ and S-faculty, covering everything from boars to bacteria, weeds and beyond in forestry, 
agriculture, and horticulture. This means that researchers at SLU working in the same basic field and 
with the same basic science but with different tree or crop production systems may be unaware of each 
other. 
 
Therefore, Platform Plant Protection was established by the vice chancellor in 2014, with the aim to 
promote and coordinate plant protection research performed across SLU’s faculties. Funding is provided 
until mid-2020. The goal is to strengthen plant protection research, teaching and cooperation within 
SLU as well as outreach and dialogue with stakeholders in society. 
 
In the first years, the platform was dedicated to create links among researchers within SLU. A kick-off 
conference was organised in Tranås in 2014 – a unique occasion where more than 80 plant protection 
researchers at SLU gathered in the same place. Today, Platform Plant protections internal email group 
has 200 members, and the newsletter goes to over 450 internal and external people interested in plant 
protection research and activities relevant for SLU. 
 
Collaborations across the three faculties have also been supported by the provision of funding for four 
research projects with researchers located in at least two different faculties. Activities related to 
promoting plant protection teaching in our programmes have been financed including a workshop for 
teachers.  
 
Five focus groups within plant protection were established in 2017. Their main aim is to establish close 
dialogue and collaboration between researchers and stakeholders. The focus groups include farmers, 
foresters and other practitioners, advisers, representatives from businesses, governmental and non-
governmental organisations, and researchers from different areas and faculties of SLU. Each focus group 
has identified opportunities and problems in their respective area of plant protection, compiling current 
knowledge, and suggesting solutions and ideas for future research and development. 
 
The platform is now coming closer to its ending in 2020. We now invite you to a workshop 9-10 
September 2019 where the experiences and results from our activities in the focus groups, research and 
teaching activities forms the outset for discussing how we should coordinate and attract strategic 
funding for plant protection activities at SLU in the future.  
 
You find more information on the platforms activities and reports at 
www.slu.se/platformplantprotection 
 
Contact: Katja.Fedrowitz@slu.se 

Organizing committee: Riccardo Bommarco, Erik Andreasson, Maartje Klapwijk, Katja Fedrowitz 
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mailto:Katja.Fedrowitz@slu.se

