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Round table diskussions with Armenian minister of foreign affairs,  H.E. Edward Nalbandian.  



The Swedish Environmental Protection Agency 
promotes and coordinates actions in order to 
ensure a good living environment in 
collaboration with others.

Our work is knowledge-based and 
demonstrates opportunities for sustainable 
development.

We are a public agency that carries out 
assignments on behalf of the Swedish 
Government.

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar
This is our business approach - 

An integrated approach to implement Agenda 2030. In the plan do check act cycle.  Where the national environmental objectives are key. 
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Agenda 2030 – an actionplan for transition
Bold and transformative steps 

humanity & planet  prosperity - peace - partnership  

Integrated indivisible goals 
Balance the three dimensions of sustainable development



The governments first step in 
implementation

Putting the agenda in national context

• Inventory of starting point and gaps 

• Building capacity – Agenda 2030 delgation

• Forming an actionplan 
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Swedish government on how and what

• We have reached far in international comparence, 
and we have important challanges!

• Should be implemented through ordinary steering
and processes
– Carried through by national budget, ministers, ministries, agencies…
– 97 tragets are since earlier adopted by the parlament. National 

environmental objectives among those. 

• Governments action plan - Six priority areas where
challanges biggest
1) Increased equality 2) Sustainable societies 
3) Economy 4) business sector 5) food supply chain
6) Knowledge and innovation
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Sveriges miljömål en del av det svenska genomförandet enligt regeringen
Regeringen har i budgetpropositionen för 2018 enats om att Sveriges miljömål är en del av det svenska genomförandet av Agenda 2030 samt att arbetet med att nå miljömålen fortsätter. Vidare konstaterar de att Sverige har kommit långt, att Sverige ska vara ledande i arbetet med att genomföra Agenda 2030, på såväl global som nationell nivå. Sättet att genomföra agendan ska ske genom ordinarie processer och strukturer – ett integrerat genomförande. Regeringen har under våren tagit beslut som befäster Miljömålens ställning i Sveriges genomförande av agenda 2030 – Flera nya etappmål har beslutats, Miljömålsrådet får förnyat mandat samt Miljömålsberedningen har fått ett nytt tilläggsuppdrag. 
 
Agenda2030-delegationen har hävdat att Agenda 2030 mål och delmål behöver översättas till svensk kontext, de konstaterade också att Sveriges miljömål svarar upp mot en sådan översättning och är parlamentariskt förankrade, bortsett från delmålet om havsförsurning. De bedömer att totalt 120 av de 169 delmålen i agendan är relevanta för Sverige. Av dessa bedöms det att det finns riksdagsbundna mål för 97 som stämmer väl överens med Agendans delmål. Med andra ord en tämligen god förankringsgrad på målnivå. 
 
Regeringens ”Handlingsplan Agenda 2030, 2018 – 2020”
Handlingsplanen beslutades i juni, och är en plan för perioden 2018 - 2020 som omfattar många och centrala åtgärder för fortsatt omställning mot en hållbar utveckling. Handlingsplanen lyfter som förväntat fram sex tematiska områden där Sveriges utmaningar bedömts vara som störst. Under varje fokusområde har flera omställningsmål formulerats/sammanställts. Fokusområdena är tänkt att sätta utmaningarna i en bredare kontext och kan öppna för nya samarbeten och arbetssätt mellan samhällsaktörer: 
Ett jämlikt och jämställt samhälle 
Hållbara samhällen
En samhällsnyttig, cirkulär och biobaserad ekonomi
Ett starkt näringsliv med hållbart företagande
En hållbar och hälsosam livsmedelskedja
Kunskap och innovation
Former för sådant samarbete är dock inte beskrivet i planen. 
 
Fyra nyckelfaktorer betonas för genomförandet - styrning och uppföljning; lokalt och regionalt genomförande, partnerskap och samverkan samt internationellt ledarskap. 
https://www.regeringen.se/49d79c/contentassets/60a67ba0ec8a4f27b04cc4098fa6f9fa/handlingsplan-agenda-2030. 
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Swedish Environmental objectives
Guide the national path for implementation of the Ecological 

dimension in Agenda 2030
They support and specify our level of ambition 

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar
      �
 




Guide the Swedish path – the ecological 
dimension. 
Support and specify our level of ambition 
nationally and internationally 

Ambitious national and global goals 
mutually reinforce transition
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Revitalise and provide new conditions for 
the national implementation

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar

The Swedish environmental objectives to reach the Agenda goals
Sweden's environmental objectives have been decided by the Riksdag and constitute the national objectives that contribute to us attaining the environmental dimension of the global sustainable development goals set out in Agenda 2030. At the same time, Agenda 2030 can also revitalise and provide new conditions to implement and achieve the Swedish environmental objectives.
The Global Goals and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, at the government's website
Sweden's environmental objectives specify in concrete terms what Sweden must do, nationally and internationally, to contribute to realising the environmental dimension of Agenda 2030. The 16 environmental quality objectives are significantly more detailed when it comes to the environmental quality required for a good environment in relation to the goals of Agenda 2030. However, Sweden's environmental objectives relate to the quality of the Swedish environment, even though environmental problems in Sweden are due to negative environmental impact both within and outside the national borders.
Only a few of Sweden's environmental objectives will be reached, or close to being reached, by 2020 according to the annual follow-up.
In order to attain the objectives in the long term, the structures governing the environmental efforts need to be developed further with the help of priorities made throughout society, intermediate goals and concrete plans of action.
We need to transition both nationally and globally
In order to reach the global goals and the Swedish environmental objectives, our society needs to undergo a transition, both nationally and globally. It will also require transitioning to more sustainable consumption and production in order to limit climate change and preserve the function of the ecosystem so that we, as well as coming generations, can benefit from it.
The Agenda emphasises a global partnership and global solidarity. In doing so, Agenda 2030 reinforces the responsibility to contribute to the reduction of environmental problems also in other countries.
In making choices for a sustainable transition of society, pros and cons need to be weighed in terms of the environmental, social and economic dimensions. It will be necessary to actively look for new constellations and collaboration formats in order to find synergies and manage conflicting goals in order to speed up the transition.
The work within the United Nations (UN) on Agenda 2030 and international conventions thus supports Sweden's efforts to attain the Swedish environmental objectives, and vice versa. The global sustainability goals and the environmental quality objectives are mutually reinforcing transition. Agenda 2030 can also reinvigorate the environmental efforts and opportunities for innovative thinking and working in new constellations, where the three dimensions of the Agenda can amplify one another. The determination of world leaders to take bold and transformative steps to implement the Agenda makes new international priorities and measures possible. In the long term, this may result in new conditions in the public and private sectors in terms of what can be achieved by developing technologies and markets.





National and global transition needed
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Action-action-action 

Searching for synergies & bridging  
conflicts to support coherent 
development of policys

Partnership & collaboration – not 
business as usual. 

Innovation – same, same doesn´t do 
it. 
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Structure of
the national 
environmental
objectives
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“The overall goal of 
environmental policy is to 
hand over to the next 
generation a society in 
which the major 
environmental problems 
in Sweden have been 
solved, without 
increasing environmental 
and health problems 
outside Sweden’s 
borders.” 
SWEDISH PARLIAMENT DECISION ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL OBJECTIVES 1999/2010

PHOTO: ELLIOT ELLIOT/JOHNÉR
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In 1999 the Swedish Parliament decided on new environmental objectives. The Swedish environmental policy is based on the objectives. In 2010 Parliament added the last part of the sentence.





Guide the development of
policies and measures

Examples
• Taxes
• Environmental code
• SE position negotialtions
• Financing measures
• National strategies
• Planning within national agencies, regional boards 

and municipalities
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- Environmnetal quality objectives are adopted by SE parliament, but not legally binding. 
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Structure:
• Generation goal /over all goal

• Functional ecosystems… 
• Biodiversity
• Human health
• Resource efficiency
• …

• 18 Milestone targets for 
transition
Steps on the road towards generation 
goal and quality objectives

• 16 Environmental quality
objectives

• Specifications: state of the 
environment to be attained

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar
The generational goal means that the basic conditions for solving the environmental problems are to be achieved within one generation, and that environmental policy should be directed towards ensuring that:
Ecosystems have recovered, or are on the way to recovery, and their long-term capacity to generate ecosystem services is assured. 
Biodiversity and the natural and cultural environment are conserved, promoted and used sustainably. 
Human health is subject to a minimum of adverse impacts from factors in the environment, at the same time as the positive impact of the environment on human health is promoted. 
Materials cycles are resource-efficient and as far as possible free from dangerous substances. 
Natural resources are managed sustainably. 
The share of renewable energy increases and use of energy is efficient, with minimal impact on the environment. 
Patterns of consumption of goods and services cause the least possible problems for the environment and human health.

Milestone targets examples 

Waste 
Ökad resurshushållning i livsmedelskedjan 
Ökad resurshushållning i byggsektorn

Reduces climate impact:  
Utsläpp av växthusgaser från inrikes transporter 
Utsläpp av växthusgaser till år 2020 
Utsläpp av växthusgaser till år 2030 
Utsläpp av växthusgaser till år 2040 
Utsläpp av växthusgaser till år 2045 

Biodiversity 
Ekosystem services 
Genetic diversity 
Protected areas  

Sustainable cities
Andelen gång-, cykel- och kollektivtrafik 
Integrering av stadsgrönska och ekosystemtjänster i urbana miljöer 
Metod för stadsgrönska och ekosystemtjänster i urbana miljöer
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The 16 Environmental quality objectives adopted 16 
objectives for 
the quality of Sweden’s environment in 2020

Reduced Climate Impact*

Clean Air

Natural Acidification Only

A Non-Toxic Environment

A Protective Ozone Layer

A Safe Radiation Environment

Zero Eutrophication

Flourishing Lakes and Streams

Good-Quality Groundwater 

A Balanced Marine Environment, Flour-
ishing Coastal Areas and Archipelagos 

Thriving Wetlands

Sustainable Forests

A Varied Agricultural Landscape

A Magnificent Mountain Landscape

A Good Built Environment

A Rich Diversity of 
Plant and Animal Life

IILLUSTRATIONS: TOBIAS FLYGAR

*target year 2050, as a first 
step

Presentatör
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The Parliament has decided on 16 environmental objectives to be achieved in 2020. The objectives cover all kind of environmental matters in atmosphere, water and different landscapes. These are the titles of the objectives, the full text is more specified. Let us have a look at one example, Reduced Climate Impact, which has a longer perspective than the other objectives. It is to be achieved in 2050.



Collaboration
Roles & responsebillities

• Government
• Parliament

– All party comittee on these objectives
• Governmental Agencies

– Environmental objective council 
• County administrative boards
• Municipalities
• Companies
• NGOs
• Indviduals
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A concerted, wide-ranging effort is needed to achieve the environmental objectives. Public agencies, businesses, and all of us as individuals have to play our part.

Government and Riksdag/Parlament
The Government gathers information on the progress being made in terms of environmental action and moving towards the objectives. This information forms the basis for government bills, introducing for example new legislation, taxes or other changes to carry the work forward. The Government and the Riksdag (Parliament) also adopt targets and new environmental policy instruments.

All Party Committee
An All Party Committee on Environmental Objectives advises the Government on strategies, policy instruments and measures to achieve the objectives. It consists of MPs, supported by experts and representatives of stakeholder organisations. The aim is to secure broad political consensus on issues requiring long-term policy deliberations. The Committee engages in a broad public dialogue with researchers and stake-holders in the environmental field. 

Government agencies
Eight government agencies have been given responsibility for the different environmental quality objectives, and work with organisations and companies in their respective sectors to attain them. Each agency is responsible for following up its particular objective or objectives. 
   The results are then coordinated and collated by the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency, which submits an overall report to the Government. Other government agencies are also involved in the environmental objectives system, providing for example basic data for follow-up.

The Environmental Objectives Council
The council is a plat­form for the heads of government agencies that are strategically important to achieving the environmental objectives. Each year, the Environmental Objectives Council presents measures which the government agencies undertake to implement in order to lift the pace of efforts to achieve the environmental objectives.

County boards and local authorities
Work at the local and regional levels also affects progress towards the environmental objectives, whether it be a matter of the design and siting of housing, roads and other infrastructure, or conservation and use of green spaces and cultural heritage. County administrative boards and the Swedish Forest Agency are responsible for regional efforts in pursuit of the objectives, and local authorities also engage with these goals. A special body exists to coordinate regional environmental action and follow-up of the objectives.

Business, organisations – and individuals
Efforts by business to improve environmental performance – in terms of production, transport and technology development – are crucial to the prospects of realising the environmental objectives. Environmental and other non-governmental organisations also contribute, by shaping public opinion and fostering understanding of the need for change to meet the objectives. Finally, as individuals we can all make a big difference, for example by our choices in areas such as travel, housing and consumption.

International cooperation
Many environmental issues can only be tackled by countries working together, for example to reduce pollutant emissions. To achieve Sweden’s environmental objectives, therefore, cooperation at the EU and wider international levels is essential. By influencing the decisions reached, Sweden can promote both progress towards its own goals and international environmental action.




Planning and follow up cycle

Annual follow upp – Monitoring policys & measures
as well as the state of the environment

- yearly input to the governments budget bill
- Input for planning for government agencies, 
regional boards

In depth evaluation every fourth year
- serves as a basis for government policy and  
priorities
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Annual follow up
Supported with indicators. 

In depth evaluation
A systematic and regular monitoring of environmental policy and progress towards the objectives. By analyzing the driving forces and policy instruments we get a deeper understanding of what is needed in order to secure an ecologically sustainable future. The evaluation serves as a basis for government policy and priorities.

https://www.miljomal.se/Environmental-Objectives-Portal/
http://www.naturvardsverket.se/Om-Naturvardsverket/Publikationer/ISBN/6700/978-91-620-6745-8/


In depth evaluation
environmental objectives
2019
Some of the messages to the government

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar

Fördjupad utvärdering 2019 covers :
- analyser av vart och ett av miljökvalitetsmålen. De görs av de åtta myndigheter som ansvarar för att samordna uppföljning och utvärdering av enskilda miljökvalitetsmål. Naturvårdsverket samordnar arbetet.
- Målövergripande analys av utvecklingen sedan den förra fördjupade utvärderingen (2015) och av förutsättningarna att nå generationsmålet.
-18 åtgärdsförslag som tagits fram i en samverkan med andra myndigheter inom temaområden
Konsultationer och dialog har skett med andra aktörer om förslag till åtgärder (under hösten 2018).





Coherent policy and politics for a sustainable
development



Important choices on the 
road to obtain the 
environmental objectives



Sweden can have an impact on the global 
development

Role model – by dealing with
our national environmental
problems

Act responsible – for the 
environmental impact we
coontribute to

Enabler – by contributing to 
efficient environmental action in 
other countries

Catalyst – in EU and 
international collaboration

Presentatör
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Priorities in EU and international 
collaboration

• Climate

• Biological diversity

• Ocean environment

• Chemicals 

• Cirkular economy

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar
 




Improve the stearing towards the 
environmental objectives
• More early stage and broad socio-econimic

impacts analysis

• Review environmentally harmful subsidies and 
tax exceptions

• Analyse incitament och measures for an 
ecologiacal sustainable forrestry

• Sharpen up the environmental code and its
application



Give priority to climate and biological
diversity

• Negative development in the environment both nationally
and internationally

• Risk for irreversible damages on both environment and 
human wealth

• Great impact on the likelyhood to achieve other
environmental objectives

• Fast and powerful actions are needed to brake the negativ 
development in the environment

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar





Decrease the impact on the 
environment from our consumption



More milestone targets are needed for 
guidance
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