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Preface

Ruralities and Regions in Transition - A conference for Rural and
Regional Researchers in Sweden

The Division of Rural Development (SLU) and Nordregio gather scholars from all over the country to meet,

share and discuss important issues related to rural and regional development in Sweden.

The conference is arranged as a part of SLU:s government assignment to strengthen and coordinate
Swedish rural and regional research. The ambition is to provide a constructive arena of exchange for
scholars to collegially rethink how Swedish ruralities and regions may engage towards economically, socially

and environmentally sustainable development paths.

Partners:
The Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, SLU
Nordregio

Funding:
Funding is provided by the Swedish Ministry of Enterprise and Innovation.

Online engagement:
Conference website: https://www.slu.se/ew-kalender/2021/11/landsbygder/

Homepage: https://www.slu.se/uppdraglandsbygd/
Twitter: Uppdrag Landsbygd @SLU_UppdraglLand
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1. Sustainable
countrysides:
place-based development
and rural livelihoods



1.1. Service, Infrastruktur och Vdlférd: om
betydelsen av samverkan mellan fysiska och

sociala strukturer

Susanne Stenbacka

Skillnaderna mellan olika landsdelar vad gdller
tillgdng till offentlig service och infrastruktur har
okat, vilket pdaverkar sdval naringslivsutveckling
som social hdllbarhet. Denna utveckling uppfattas
ibland som en periferialiseringsprocess, som inte
bara handlar om geografisk lokalisering, men ocksd
om sociala och politiska processer som i sin tur
pdverkas av rddande syn pd effektivitet, ekonomi
och vad som kdnnetecknar ett gott liv. Krympande
service innebdr inte bara langre restider och
uteblivet stéd frdn samhadllet, det pdverkar ocksé
upplevelsen av platsers olika varden eller det som
ibland kallas rumslig sammanhdlining.

| forskarndatverket SIV (Service, Infrastruktur
och Valfard) genereras kunskap kring landsbygder
med dels ett kritiskt perspektiv och dels ett
mojlighetsperspektiv. En grundldggande kritisk

frdga kretsar kring hur tillgdngen till service kan
forstds i termer av social rattvisa och hur denna
forstdelse tar sig uttryckiséval politiska dokument
som vardagliga samtal/diskurser; hur och av vem
service utférs och motiveras pd en lokal niva.

Mojlighetsperspektivet handlar om vilken
roll landsbygden skall spela i det framtida
samhadllet, och hur en hdllbar vardag kan skapas
for landsbygdens inv&nare. Har berérs hur olika
typer av service och infrastruktur interagerar med
varandra (sésom digitalisering och féretagande,
informationsteknologi och vard, energi och
kommunikationer. Kommande diskussioner hand-
lar om hur social héllbarhet och inkluderande
samhdllen kan vaxa fram utifrdn platsens férut-
sdttningar, lokala och tillkommande resurser
liksom en alternativ syn pa glesa miljder.

Susanne Stenbacka, Kulturgeografiska institutionen, Uppsala universitet
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1.2. Managing rural communities: The role of

local civil societies

Pelle Aberg, Marie Nordfelt, Johan von Essen, Kjell Hansen,

Patrik Cras

The capacity of local civil societies to provide
missing services and contribute to sustainable
community building lies at the core of discussions
on the future of rural areas in Sweden.
Systematic and theoretically informed empirical
studies of the roles and possibilities of local civil
societies to partake in community building in rural
contexts are howwever lacking. The aim of the
project, which this paper is based on, is therefore
to generate knowledge concerning the role of
local civil societies for maintaining and developing
services in sparsely populated areas in the
Swedish countryside and its effects on community
building. The main research questions are: a) how
do civil society organisations (CSOs) act to provide

Pelle Aberg, Ersta Skondal Bracke hégskola
Marie Nordfelt, Karlstad Universitet

Johan von Essen, Ersta Skéndal Bracke hoégskola
Kjell Hansen, Sveriges lantbruksuniversitet
Patrik Cras, Sveriges lantbruksuniversitet

services and infrastructure in rural contexts? b)
what local conditions enable or constrain CSOs as
service providers? c) what are the effects on local
society of civil society taking over responsibility
for local services? The fieldwork of the project will
take place in four sites in two Swedish regions. We
will apply an ethnographic approach, combining
participant observations, interviews and written
sources. This paper will contribute to discussions on
the role of civil society from a non-urban point of
departure and on how to conceptualize civil society
in order to encompass hybrid organizational forms
by combining civil society research with rural and
regional studies.
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1.3. Affarsmassighet & hallbar landsbygdsut-

veckling

Caroline Arleskog

Inom Allmdnnyttan &r kombinationen av sam-
hdllsnytta och affarsmdssighet lika central som
den ar komplex. For allmé&nnyttiga bolag pd
landsbygden verkar denna komplexitet knappast
minska i omfattning, snarare tvart om. Kravet pé&
affarsmdssighet verkar anses sdarskilt utmanande
att moéta upp med, vilket kan férstds utifrdn
rddande urbaniseringstrend. Marknaden  ar
ddrmed inte lika stark pd landsbygden som den ar
i staden. Under konferensen kommer jag ndrma
mig denna komplexitet genom att analysera
hur ett s&dant bolag pd landsbygden "makes
sense” av denna, ofta motstridiga, kombination
av krav. Detta ndrmande aktualiserar frégor
kring centrum och periferi, exempelvis d& det
under pdgdende projekt stod klart att satsningar

utanfér centralorten inte ansdgs affdrsmdssiga.

Caroline Arleskog

Fradgor kring demografi aktualiseras ocksd
genom att behandla hur bolaget anpassar sin
verksamhet for att méta upp med kommun-
invdnarnas sammansdttning och behov. Den
empiriska kontexten har, som mdnga andra
landsbygdskommuner, en dldrande befolkning
och bolaget hanterade detta genom att anamma
omsorg som en strategi i sin verksamhet. Bolaget
utgjorde sdledes en sorts informell omsorgsaktdr.
De strategiska valens konsekvenser i praktiken
kommer exemplifieras och problematiseras,
med fokus pd& foérutsdttningar fér en hdllbar
landsbygdsutveckling. Exempelvis kommer frdgan
om huruvida kravet p& affdrsmadssighet bidrar till
reproduktion av landsbygdens utmaningar att
lyftas fram och relateras till bredare debatter
kring centrum och periferi.

Licentiandmiljon Valfard, social innovation och héllbarhet p& landsbygden, Campus Vastervik.

Licentiand i Sociologi, Goteborgs Universitet.
Adjunkt i Socialt Arbete.

Om pdagdende projekt

Férfattarens pdgdende projekt genomfdrs inom temat "Hdallbar kommunal- och regional utveckling pé&
landsbygden” och undertemat "Verksamhetsplanering utifrén ett héllbarhetsperspektiv”. Férfattaren har
under ett &rs tid genomfoért en etnografisk studie vars syfte var att, med utgdngspunkt i ett kommunalt
bostadsbolag pé& landsbygden, undersdka hur hdllbarhetsarbete kan organiseras med syfte att stimulera

till utveckling och férankring av normer som stédjer héllbar utveckling.
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1.4. Nar digital vard méter det sociala rummet

Thomas Sjostrom

Densvenskaregeringensvisionomdigitaliseringens
plats i den svenska varden &r hégt stdllda: E-hélsa
ska ge delaktighet, inflytande, tillgdnglighet och
en effektiv vard. Genom e-hdlsa kan hdlso- och
sjukvarden bedrivas genom digital distanskontakt
ochdagens geografiska grdnser och fysiskarum for
vard kan bli mindre relevanta i framtiden. En s&dan
rumslig forskjutning har identifierats ha sarskild
betydelse och potential i lands- och glesbygdsmiljs,
dar avstdndet till vérden ar ldngre an i staderna.
Samtidigt har den landsbygdnédra primérvarden
sina egna foérutsattningar for digitalisering,
ddribland bristande digital infrastruktur, en
&ldrande befolkning och stundtals ifrdgas&ttande
av teknikens anvdndning.

Syftet med den aktuella studien dar att
undersdka hur e-hdlsa kommer till anvdndning i
landsbygdsnara primarvérd som ett gemensamt
kommunikativt |drande och meningsskapande
mellan vdardprofessioner och dldre vardtagare,

Thomas Sjéstrém

en grupp som tillskrivits sarskild vikt nar
e-hdlsotjanster lanseras. Vidare dr syftet att
studera hur dldres erfarenheter tas tillvara och hur
den dldre vardtagaren upplever en alltmer digital
primdarvardsmiljo.

Studien genomfdrs som en fallstudie pé& en
halsocentral i Kalmar l&n. Datainsamling bestar av
intervjuer med vardprofessioner (N=14) och aldre
vardtagare (N=10). Det insamlade materialet har
analyserats med hjdlp av Constructive grounded
theory.

Prelimindra analyser av materialet visar hur
bd&de vardprofessioner och dldre vardtagare ut-
trycker hur den landsbygdsndra hdlsocentralen
utgor ett socialt rum som fyller ett vidare behov
&n vardens primara uppdrag. Det digitala rummet
valjs darfér i stor utstrdckning bort till férman fér
det sociala rummet - hdlsocentralen.

Forskningsprojektet genomférs vid Hogskolan
Vast i samarbete med Vdsterviks kommun.

Licentiandmiljon Valfard, social innovation och hdllbarhet pd landsbygden, Campus Vdastervik

Licentiand Tema: Digitalisering, Hogskolan Vast
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1.5. Hallbara transporter i landsbygd?

Linnea Eriksson

Frédn politiker, myndigheter, forskarsamhdalle
och 0&vriga som befinner sig i debatten om
hdllbara transporter har det ldnge signalerats
att resandet med bil méste minska - "vi mdste
bort frdn bilnormen". Samtidigt ar bilen fér de
flesta boende och besékande p& landet det enda
mojliga alternativet fér att kunna transportera
sig. Omférdelning av resurser frdn land till stad
inom kollektivtrafiken i flertalet regioner har
lett till att dven relativt stadsndra landsbygd
stdr utan kollektiva transportalternativ. Cykel
ar ofta inte heller ett alternativ ens for det mest
lokala transportbehovet, delvis pd grund av att
avstd@nd till service kan vara ldngt, men ocksé
pd grund av nationella och regionala vagar
som dar for farliga (eller omajliga) att anvdnda
eller korsa foér oskyddade trafikanter. Laddbara
fordon 6kar i samhdllet, men ar an s& lange

ovanliga i landsbygd, de minskar lokala utslapp
och utslapp av klimatgaser dar de anvdnds och
bidrar till mer miljdmdssig héllbarhet. Laddbara
fordon ar darfér en viktig del i den hdéllbara
utvecklingen av landsbygdens transportsystem,
men mer kombinationer av &tgarder krdvs for
att skapa ytterligare mogjligheter till inte bara
mer hdllbara transporter, utan ocks& potentiella
utvecklingsmgjligheter for exempelvis turism.
For att kunna gdéra det krdvs mer kunskap
om hur invdnare och besékare transporterar
sig och varfér, samt kring hur planeringen av
landsbygdens transportsystem gér till, vad den
baserar sig pd och vad som pdverkar den. Detta
undersdks i ndgra fallstudier av olika landsbygder
genom kvalitativa studier av nationell, regional
och lokal planering, samt tidsgeografiska studier
av mdnniskors transportvardag

Linnea Eriksson, Statens vag- och transportforskningsinstitut, VTI
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1.6. Rurban Politics of Place: Beyond

#neoliberalurbanprivilege

Nils Bjorling, Malin R6nnblom

The transformationsin Sweden from the late 1960s
onwards have been characterised by different
strategies related to place and sensemaking
processes of spatial transformation, national
cohesion, and international competitiveness.
Simplified and stereotyped future visions within
planning of both the city and the countryside
tend today to create an in-between rural-urban
gap, here conceptualised as the rurban void.
Three local examples, Mariestad, Oxnered and
Ljung/Annelund in Vastra Goétalandsregionen,
Sweden, are used to showcase how the rurban
void is a playing field and frontline for exploitation
with three strong players - the state, the large
company, and the large city. The aim of the paper
is to operationalise an analytical framework that
extends beyond the urban-rural conceptual divide
and clarify how a neo-liberal and urban politics of

Nils Bjorling, Chalmers University of Technology
Malin Rénnblom, Karlstad University

place affect places in the rurban void.

The examples add complexity to the dominant
and stereotyped urban imaginaries of the city and
countryside as 'the good places to be'. The rurban
void is here used to clarify a fragmented landscape
of ongoing territorial processes, placemaking
and spatial struggles in areas that today are
in transition towards a regionalised mosaic of
hybrid spatial production outside of rural and
urban stereotypes. In the conclusion, the paper
discusses the potentials of a perspective that sees
beyond the current industrialised and capitalised
rationality and growth agenda. We argue for the
potentials to challenge urban privilege and city-
centric urban planning (#neoliberalurbanprivilege),
and instead open opportunities for what we call a
rurban mosaic of politics of place.
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1.7. Platsens betydelse for arbete med unga i
landsbygd - En Sociomateriell analys

Susanne Holm

Foéreliggande studie dar ett pdgdende forsk-
ningsprojekt som har fokus pd& larande och
landsbygdskontext. Studien
har ett platsperspektiv och att studera arbete

yrkesutdvande i

och yrkesutdvande i rurala omrdden innebar till
stor del att uppmdrksamma och synliggora de
kontextuella ramar inom vilka arbetet utférs.
Studien har ett situerat (Lave & Wenger 1991) och
sociomateriellt (Fenwick, T. Nerland, M. & Jensen,
K. 2012; McKenzie & Bieler 2016. M.fl.) perspektiv
pd larande i relation till plats.

Studiens &vergripande syfte dr att studera
platsens betydelse fér arbete och yrkesutdévande
i landsbygdsomrdden, samt att undersdka hur
kunskap om, och erfarenhet ifrdn platsen tas
tillvara och anvénds i arbetet. Studien ar en
fallstudie och materialet bestdr i férsta hand av
24 semistrukturerade intervjuer med totalt 19

personer som pé olika sdtt arbetar med ungdomar
i en landsbygdskommun.

Materialet har analyserats med hjdlp av
en sociomateriell ansats och resultatet visar
att de yrkesverksamma anvdnder sig av
platsbaserade kunskaper (McKenzie & Bieler 2016)
och erfarenheter i arbetet. De platsbaserade
kunskaperna kommer till uttryck inom olika
omréden. Dessa omrdden har kategoriserats
och tematiserats utifr@n, sociala relationer,
sociokulturell medvetenhet och lokalkdnnedom.
De tre temana presenteras i studiens resultat i
form av en modell som visar att de olika omrddena
for erfarenhetsbaserade kunskaper interagerar
med varandra och tillsammans utgér en specifik
form av praxiskunskap som anvénds och utvecklas
i relation till den lokala platsen.

Susanne Holm, Doktorand i Arbetsintegrerat Larande, Hégskolan Vdst
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1.8. Re-thinking sustainability in Swedish
agriculture: Integrating the overlooked social
aspects into sustainability thinking

Flora Hajdu, Camilla Eriksson

conceptualised as
having three legs; ecologic, social and economic

Sustainability is  often

sustainability. In relation to agriculture, envi-
ronmental issues are increasingly regulated
and discussed as important for long term
sustainability, while social sustainability tends to
be overlooked in favour of economic com-
petitiveness, which is often seen as being the
main policy challenge. However, issues that are
conceptualized as being mainly economic in
nature may in fact also be social issues from the
perspectives of farm households. Reporting from a
study where 40 farm households were interviewed
in three very different regions of Sweden, we
describe what farmers themselves identify as
current and future challenges in farming. Feelings

Flora Hajdu, SLU, Division of Rural Development
Camilla Eriksson, FOI, Division of Defence Analysis

of stress, loneliness, of being tied up and of
not being able to give your spouse and children
what they expect all feature prominently in the
farmers' stories. Issues that by economists may
be described as difficulties to generate profit
may by the farmers instead be described as
feelings of inadequacy and frustration for being
forced to depend on subsidies, or a feeling that
society doesn't appreciate the work behind a farm
product when consumers favour low prices over
quality or sustainability. Currently farms are being
closed down at a historic rate across Sweden, to
a large extent due to various social factors. We
therefore discuss different ways of expanding
our understanding of crucial social aspects in
sustainability thinking when discussing the future
of farming in Sweden.
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1.9. Mikrobryggeriernas identitetsskapande roll i

lokalsamhallet

Yvonne von Friedrichs, Cecilia Dalborg

Sverige och Norge har de senaste &ren upplevt en
markant ékning av antalet hantverksproducenter
avmatochdryck,allratydligastblandbryggerierna.
Tidigare forskning har visat att mikrobryggerier
har en omfattande identitetsskapande roll i
lokalsamhdllet och att de ar mycket viktiga for
utvecklingen av lokalt socialt kapital p& en plats.
Internationella studier visar att mikrobryggerier
p& flera sétt har betydelse fér lokalsamhdllets
sociala och ekonomiska utveckling. Men mycket
lite ar kant om foérutsattningarna for mikro-
bryggeriers etablering och utveckling i Sverige och
Norge och deras roll i lokalsamhdllets utveckling.
Mdnga livsmedel har lankar till lokal kultur och
historia, men f& produkter har lika stor och allmé&n
geografisk lojalitet som 6l. Mikrobryggerier har
pd sd satt utvecklat ett eget satt att framstdlla
sitt foretag genom att betona dktheten s.k.
neolokalism vilket innebdr att féretagen pa
ett lekfullt satt beskriver hur smd& de &r, hur
lokala de dar och att de podngtera hantverket
med korta berdttelser. Genom att betrakta
landsbygden utifrdn neolokalismens perspektiv
kan vdarden som autencitet, dkthet och platsen
som identitetsskapare accentueras. Vdarden som
fungerar som attraktions- och dragkraft i ett
lokalt ekonomiskt system vilket kan underlatta fér
kompetensforsorjning, turism, féretagsetablering

Yvonne von Friedrichs, Mittuniversitetet
Cecilia Dalborg, Mittuniversitetet

m.m. samt utgoéra ett starkt socialt kitt i
lokalsamhallet.

Tidigare studier visar att strukturell utveckling i
ekonomier kan férklaras av strategiskt samarbete
och partnerskap mellan intressenter frén olika
sektorer. Interaktion mellan olika typer av aktorer
i ett ekonomiskt system har inom forskning om
lokal och regional utveckling allt oftare kommit att
betraktas som ekosystem fér entreprendrskap. |
den underliggande idén i ekosystemet ligger att
entreprendrskapets framgdng eller misslyckande
beror, utéver det egna handlandet, p& en mdngd
faktorer utanfér den egna verksamheten.
Entreprendriella ekosystem dterfinns frémst
i lokaliteter och involverar lokala resurser,
institutioner och ndtverk vilket goér att de ar
unika. Isenberg (2011) visar att dven om varje
entreprendriellt ekosystem d&r unikt finns det
ndgra nyckeldomd&ner som interagerar pd& unika
och komplexa sdtt och har implikationer for
entreprendrskaps- och innovationsaktiviteter pd
en plats.

Genom Interregprojektet har, med utgdngs-
punkt frdn entreprendriella ekosystem, en
jémférande analys gjorts av tvd nordiska landers
mikrobryggerier for att oka kunskapen om deras
roll i det lokala vardeskapandet.
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1.10. Djursdala: The winding road to
a straightforward co-productive
development and research process

Marlene Ockander, Bertil Lindenfalk, Oli Williams, Jacob Kaill, Sofi

Fristedt

In the national agenda for e-health, Sweden
set the vision to be world-leading in applying
e-health solutions to enable health and welfare
by 2025. However, in lack of clear governmental
action plans, the fulfillment of Sweden's e-health
vision is largely dependent on local commu-
nities taking action for themselves. Solutions
and services developed in co-production involving
citizens are more likely to accommodate
aneed - and hence be used. As access to wired
internet (fiber) supports continued inclusion
into society, the rural community of Djursdala
in the South of Sweden decided to invest
in fiber. When connected, they wanted to use
their connectivity beyond Netflix.

This presentation explores the co-production
of digitalization in the form of a pre-study that
was initiated by the inhabitants of Djursdala,

Marlene Ockander, J6nkdping University
Bertil Lindenfalk, J6nkdping University
Oli Williams, King's College London
Jacob Kaill, Djursdala Samhallsférening
Sofi Fristedt, Jonkdping University

and completed by the same local community
in close collaboration with researchers. The
community and researchers ormulated the pur-
pose of the pre-study:to identify and lay the
foundation for implementing digital solutions
that promote the health and well-being of
the population as well as the attractiveness
of Djursdala. The following research question
was formulated: "how can digital development in
rural commmunities be co-productively pursued?”
The case depicts the journey from initial
contacts of various actors to the formulation
of a shared mission and purpose that was
formalized into a project proposal and funded by
an EU LEADER fund. Today the Djursdala case
is part of the SAMSKAPA program (Kjellstrém
et al., 2019) and isinformed by Action Research
methodologies facilitated by Service Design tools.

Kjellstrom, S., Areskoug-Josefsson, K., Andersson Gdre, B., Andersson, A.-C., Ockander, M., Kdll, J., ... Robert,
G. (2019). Exploring, measuring and enhancing the coproduction of health and well-being at the national,

regional and local levels through comparative case studies in Sweden and England: the 'Samskapa’ research
programme protocol. BMJ Open, 9(7), e029723. https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjopen-2019-029723
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1.11. Strategies creating local development in
rural communities in the Nordic Region

Leneisja Jungsberg

Ruralareasinthe Nordiccountrieshave experienced
a significant decline in population in recent
decades. This often distort the age, gender, and
socio-economic balance by depleting the number
of young and well-educated and economically
active people living in those rural areas. This Ph.D.
study examines the strategies creating local
development in rural communities by analysing the
role of local authorities in community-driven social
innovation, rural resilience by engaging in local
benefit retention in areas with resource-based
industries and linkages between local strategies
and the adaptive capacity in managing ongoing
social and environmental changes. The methods
involve qualitative interviews, questionnaire
data and research collaboration with rural
municipalities.

Main findings shows that certain dimensions
in the strategic process are essential to induce
local development. These dimensions include a
participatory approach, a place-based approach,
and a policy integration. The study illustrates that
not all local strategic processes manage to include
all three dimensions and in particular the lack of
policy integration led to lower impact. Despite the
different outcome from the strategic processes,
the study shows that the process in itself also has
value. Finally, the study concludes that central to
successful community strategies is the capacity
to develop ideas, find resources and manage
decision-making.

Leneisja Jungsberg, Research Fellow at Nordregio, Ph.D. student at Department for Landscape Architec-

ture and Planning, Institute for Natural resource management and Geosciences, Copenhagen

University
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2. Entrepreneurship
and social innovations
in peripheries



2.1. Samhallsentreprenodrskapets renéssans -

landsbygdens raddning

Bengt Johannisson, Linnéuniversitetet

Entreprenérskap, allts@ skapande av nya
ekonomiska, sociala, kulturella eller ekologiska
varden genom kreativ organisering, har sedan
millennieskiftet blivit en legitim verksamhet
i Sverige. Detta mdrks sdvdl i form av bdttre
praktiska foérutsattningar, som minskat krav
pd aktiekapital vid féretagsetablering, som i
vardefoérskjutningar vilka till exempel i skolan har
lett till att entreprendriellt Idrande inkluderats i
dess styrdokument.

Entreprenérskap upptrader alltsd i maén-
ga drdkter och frédgan ar vilken form av entre-
prendrskap som bdast bidrar till landsbygdens
livskraft. Det dr inte sjdlvklart att detta framst
sker genom etablering av fler enskilda féretag dven
om landsbygdsturismens uppsving under senare
&r naturligtvis &r positiv. Snarare handlar det om
att omdirigera platsers, bygders och mindre orters
féretagande och organisationer fradn att vara ett
agglomerat ("Gesellschaft") till att agera som ett
arrangemang, alltsd som ett sammanvavt kluster
av verksamheter ("Gemeinschaft"). Detta kraver
samhdllsentreprendrskap.

Samhdllsentreprendrskap (community entre-

preneurship) ar en form av kollektivt entre-
prendrskap som integrerar verksamheter genom
att stdrka platsidentiteten, intensifiera det lokala
samarbetet och att gemensamt frammana
utvecklingskraft. Sambhdllsentreprendrskap kan

Bengt Johannisson, Linnaeus University

utvecklats organiskt &ver &rhundraden, som i
Gnosjo med dess sdrskilda anda, eller systematiskt
genom enskilda individers eller grupper initiativ.

Vid decennieskiftet 1970/1980 mobiliserades
samhadllsentreprendrskap pd flera orter i Sverige
som drabbats negativt av den industriella
strukturomvandlingen. Idag dar den digitala
tekniken den frdmsta utmaningen som bdde
mojliggjort och krdvt att verksamheter inte bara
skall samspela lokalt utan ocksd férhdlla sig till
vad som sker pd den globala arenan. En livskraftig
landsbygd mdste darfér anamma ett ‘glokalt’
perspektiv, allts& kunna balansera & ena sidan de
lokala krafter som integrerar bygder och smdorter,
& andra sidan de globala krafter som vill lanka
mdnniskor och verksamheter till fjarran platser.

Utifrdn en utvecklad referensram kommer
argumenten for ett stdrkt samhdllsentre-
prendrskap pd landsbygden att illustreras med
tvd exempel. Det ena handlar om férfattarens
engagemang som aktionsforskare vid mobilise-
ring av utvecklingskraft pd en ort och vid dess bruk
i det smalandska Glasriket. Det andra exemplet
formedlar férfattarens reflektioner utifrdn upp-
draget som ordférande i en féretagarklubb pé
en annan mindre ort i Smaéland d&r ambitionen
varit att stimulera det lokala samarbetet mellan
féretag och 6ver sektorsgrdnser.
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2.2. Innovating rural agri-food enterprises and

institutional change

Muluken Elias Adamseged, Richard Ferguson, Phillipp Grundmann,

Per-Anders Langendahl

Institutionalized production regulations, market
regulations and consumption norms play a central
role in shaping rural commercial enterprise.
Institutional settings can hinder innovation in
activities, process and new products. Yet there
is strong call for innovation to support transition
to a more sustainable society, not the least
from rural enterprises in the bioeconomy. Our
aim in this paper is to advance understanding of
the interdependencies and interplay between
innovating rural enterprises and their business
environment with specific emphasis on role of
institutions and institutional change. In particular,
we are interested in understanding how business
entities with innovative agri-food products act
in- and participate in change in their institutional
contexts. We address two specific research

questions: (1) What characterizes the institutional
constraints of innovative business ventures in the
agri-food sector? (2) How do these businesses
interact with actors in the business environment
to change the institutional contexts? To answer
these questions, we use a comparative case
study of three different ventures each offering an
innovative "alternative protein” food product. The
three cases are from three different EU countries,
and show a range in degree of innovation, near-
ness to end consumers, and challenges they face
in their institutional contexts. All three cases,
however, show how innovative small rural firms
play an active role in changing institutional
context, though the process is quite different for
more informal local institutions than it is for more
formalized regulatory institutions.

Muluken Elias Adamseged, Leibniz-Institute of Agritechnology and Bioeconomy, Germany
Richard Ferguson, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, richard.ferguson@slu.se
Phillipp Grundmann, Leibniz-Institute of Agritechnology and Bioeconomy, Germany

Per-Anders Langendahl, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences
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2.3. S3 as opportunities for green growth

Diana Morales, Margareta Dahlstrom

By promoting the bioeconomy, the European
Union advocates for a technological and
economic change to address climate change while
promoting rural development. The European
bioeconomy strategy, and the subsequent national
and regional strategies, land on regions with
particular social, economic, cultural and natural
conditions. Therefore, the bioeconomy is often
implemented through regional development
and regional innovation policies such as Smart
Specialisation. This paper focuses on the role of
the Entrepreneurial Discovery Process (EDP),
one of the early stages of Smart Specialisation,
in driving sustainable transformations and green
growth in sparsely populated regions. The paper

uses a compared case study between Vdarmland
(Sweden) and Lapland (Finland), both regions
implementing a forest-based bioeconomy stra-
tegy through Smart Specialisation. The cases
show that the EDP serves to communicate and
understand innovation as a participatory process,
as well as to unpack the tacit knowledge that
allows relatedness and further diversification
towards green transformations. This is done by
providing regional governments with the tools
to build common agendas and reach multi-actor
agreements for green regional transformations,
yetis limited by the regions economies’ strong path
dependencies in relation to traditional economic
sectors like the forestry indsutry.

Diana Morales and Margareta Dahlstrém, Centre for Research on Sustainable Societal Transformations

CRS at Karlstad University
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2.4. Spatial bricolage - Sustainable tourism
development and place-based entrepreneurship

in rural Sweden

Jonathan Yachin

Many rural areas across Europe suffer from
declining population and decreasing employment
opportunities in traditional industries. Against
this background, tourism offers an accessible
and resilient option for economic activity and
a development strategy that promotes rural
revival and conservation. This study follows an
ongoing rural development project in which five
villages in rural Sweden work towards the local
implementation of the Albergo Diffuso (AD)
model for sustainable tourism. Albergo Diffuso
(translates from lItalian as a scattered hotel) is
a form of collaboration-based enterprise that
is highly embedded in the locality and builds on
available resources and the locality's unique ‘sense
of aplace'. AD isgroundedin the active involvement
of residents, and it generates entrepreneurial
opportunities for local businesses and private

people who can transform their expertise or vacant
property into tourism products. This study explores
the opportunities and challenges involved in the
implementation of the AD model in rural Sweden.
This is examined through the theoretical lens of
Spatial bricolage (Korsgaard et al.,, 2021). This
recent development in entrepreneurship literature
describes and explains how entrepreneurs create
value by interacting with their spatial environment.
The conceptualisation of the geographical context
as a resource is pertinent to the examination
of a place-based activity such as tourism, and
particularly in line with the guiding principles of
the AD model; which are the central role of the
locality; the intentional use of existing resources;
and the importance of community involvement
to access resources, overcome limitations and
mitigate possible tensions.

Jonathan Yachin, CeTLeR Centre for Tourism and Leisure Research at Dalarna University

Korsgaard, S., Mdller, S., & Welter, F. (2021). It's right nearby: how entrepreneurs use spatial bricolage to
overcome resource constraints. Entrepreneurship & Regional Development, 33(1-2), 147-173.
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2.5. Women entrepreneurs and rural viability in

Sweden

Helene Ahl, Karin Berglund, Katarina Pettersson, Malin Tillmar

The study explores the characteristics and
contributions of women's rural entrepreneurship
in an industrialized welfare state, Sweden. Whilst
most of the international literature sees women's
entrepreneurs as an add-on to agriculture or land-
based businesses, and as a way to combine work
with children, we find that the situation in Sweden
is different: because of good provision of welfare
services, rural women entrepreneurs were not
constrained by responsibilities for children, and for
most of them, gender was not an obstacle.

Their firms were in 572 different lines of
businesses, not least in services and professional
firms, but also in manufacturing. Women-owned
businesses make up the bulk of service provision
in rural areas and are thus essential for providing

Helene Ahl, J6nkdping University
Karin Berglund, Stockholm University

rural viability — they also hire people, they buy local
products and services, and they attract visitors.
The key motivator for having a business was
to make one's own decisions and shape one's own
destiny, and the key motivator for choosing a
rural location was an emotional commitment to a
certain place. Women wanted to pursue their life
dreams, often in the place where they grew up,
or where their partners grew up. Consequently,
women's contributions to rural viability are sub-
stantial and should be recognized, but the best
support is not development projects, but the
provision of good public and private services and
infrastructure. We also suggest that development
agendas target the local population rather than
trying to get city folks to move to the countryside.

Katarina Pettersson, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences

Malin Tillmar, Linnaeus University
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2.6. Farmers as forerunners of a circular

economy

Joacim Rosenlund

Rural areas and farmers have always had a
relation to circularity due to their close connection
to the soil and dependence on the seasons. Several
farmers were visited during a research project
about socio-ecological transitions in rural areas.
Dialogues and interviews were conducted about
the idea of circularity in connection to the role of
farm based biogas. By implementing farm-based
biogas, cow manure becomes an energy source,
and the biological and technical loops are closed,
and the roles of humans and cows are further
intertwined. In the context of this case, farmers

are discussed in terms of being forerunners of a
circular economy and several examples of this
was emphasised during the dialogue with the
farmers. It was shown that circularity was nothing
new for the farmers and they could relate this to
their everyday working environment. They saw
sustainability in general as an important part of
their work as they wanted to hand over the farm for
future generations. In this regard, they adopted a
long term perspective of circularity as they return
nutrients to the soil season after season.

Joacim Rosenlund, Senior lecturer in circular economy, Linnaeus University

39



2.7. Radgivning till entreprenérer inom gréna
ndringar i Sverige och Norge

Anna Soérensson, Annika Cawthorn

Entreprendrer inom de gréna ndringarna verkar
inom ett brett spektrum av branscher, allt
ifrdn skog, jord, och tradgdrd, till mathantverk,
djurhdlining och turism. Syftet med studien var
att underséka hur rddgivning till entreprendrer
inom gréna ndringarna sker i Sverige samt Norge.
Studien genomférde med en kvalitativ design dar
10 intervjuer genomférdes med entreprendrer och
rddgivare i b&da landerna. Studien genomférdes
i Jamltand, Sverige och Tréndelag, Norge. Resul-
tatet visar att samarbete och ndatverk utgor
framgdngsrecept i b&da landerna. Mgjligheterna
att f& stéd och hjdlp frén offentliga myndigheter
skiljer sig dock &t ilédnderna. For att lyckas med att
fa till stdnd utveckling i féretagen ar samarbete
med sdval andra féretagare som rdadgivare en
viktig férutsattning. Resultaten frén intervjuerna
med de svenska féretagarna indikerar en kdnsla av

Anna Sérensson, PhD, Mittuniversitetet
Annika Cawthorn, PhD student, Mittuniversitetet

att det gar att f& hjalp och stéd fér att bedriva
sin verksamhet, men att det ar byrdkratiskt och
kostsamt. | Norge daremot beskriver foretagarna
sina mdjligheter att bedriva féretag som goda
samt att samarbetet mellan myndigheter skerien
hdg utstrackning. En annan slutsats frén projektet
&r att rddgivning kan ske pd mdnga olika satt
och inom olika falt. Vissa f&r rddgivning i grupp
medan andra far enskild r&ddgivning likaval som
att ménga kopplar p& mentorer frédn branschen.
Det kravs i manga fall en hég nivé av kunskap kring
branscherna inom de gréna naringarna och dessa
kunskaper besitter ofta andra foretagare som
redan dr verksamma inom de gréna ndringarna.
Det behdvs vidare ingdende kunskaper vad gdller
féretagaraspekter, som hdéllbara affarsplaner och
affdarstdnk hos féretagaren.
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2.8. Contexts for learning in agriculture:
challenges for transformation of farmers'

practices

Cecilia Waldenstréom

Calls for changes in agricultural practices are
increasingly prevalent. These include concerns over
farming's contributions to climate change, needs
to protect soil health and biodiversity, for food
security and for more varied and nutritious diets
globally. Moreover, there are concerns for a general
decrease in agricultural productivity and the
continuous loss of agricultural land. All these calls
imply a need for construction of new knowledge
and practices in agriculture.

This paper builds on a study of farming in
which increasingly differentiated contexts for the
construction of knowledge in agriculture became
salient. The study was a qualitative follow up
of a survey from early 1990 of Swedish farming
households in three areas. These were then chosen
as representative of agriculture in different parts
of the country - the Southern plains, the Mid-
Swedish plains and an area in Northern Sweden.

Cecilia Waldenstrém, SLU

The analysis builds on theories of learning
from extension and rural sociology. It traces
the preconditions for farmers to participate in
production related learning processes. In the
Northern area, institutions that contribute to
the construction of knowledge were largely
absent and colleagues increasingly scarce. Some
farmers sought to create new local networks;
some expanded their networks well beyond the
region; some considered to move to areas with
more intensive agricultural production. This was in
sharp contrast to the two other areas. Here many
actors competed for the farmers' attention. This
differentiation of preconditions is disconcerting
and relates to interests in agriculture, in the
knowledge, the data and the technology. Moreover,
we may well need that, now marginal Northern
land, again.
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2.9. Alternative food production for safeguar-
ding the biocultural heritage? Biocultural
heritage as a mean to promote alternative food
production? Introducing the project BIOKUMA

Eva Svensson, Margareta Dahlstrém, Hilde Amundsen, Terje Motrgen

The concept of biocultural heritage includes both
tangible and intangible cultural and biological
heritage, several expressions of biodiversity,
as well as place names, archaeological sites,
historic buildings, and traditions. Our biocultural
heritage, i.e. natural and cultural heritage that
is interdependently created, today runs a risk
of being impoverished, becoming reduced and
damaged due to depopulation of rural areas and
large scale/industrial forms of production within
agriculture and forestry.

The main aim of the project Biokuma, a Swedish
-Norwegian project, is to strengthen the possi-
bilities for conservation and development of the
biocultural heritage through alternative food
production, that is sustainable food production,
primarily aimed at a local or niche market. As

Eva Svensson, KAU

Margareta Dahlstrém, KAU

Hilde Amundsen, NIKU i Norge

Terje Motrgen, Hogskolan Innlandet, Norge

alternative food production includes practices
more similar to the preindustrial agriculture,
through which much of the biocultural heritage
was created, it is likely that such modes of
production will contribute to the increase of the
area of managed biocultural heritage through
daily practices. Biokuma will investigate this
hypothesis through fieldwork. Four farmsteads
practising alternative food production and three
shielings in Sweden and Norway have been
selected for in depth studies.

Biokuma will also investigate the market for
alternative food production that support the
biocultural heritage, how it can be promoted and
expanded, and how knowledge on how to practice
such alternative food production is transmitted
through various forms of education.
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2.10. Consuming the summer farm - a compa-
rative study of summer farm tourists’ pre-
ferences in Norway and Sweden

Paulina Rytkdnen, Hakan Tunén, Bolette Bele

Summer farm food produce (SFP) promotes
traditional land uses and is seen as increasingly
important to preserve cultural heritage values,
enhance the attractiveness of rural spaces by
adding important values to rural tourism and
helps generate local income. Commercialization
of biological and cultural heritage through for
instance SFP has been promoted by the EU,
but also by national, regional, and local actors.
However, our knowledge about commercialization,
its driving forces behind consumers motives and
preferences is still scarce. Theoretically, there
is a need to conceptualize consumption of SFP
and empirically we lack knowledge on what rural
tourists and consumers pay for and what they
are willing to pay for. Consequently, preservation
policies based on commercial activities risk
missing their target and the businesses involved

fail to maximize their potential. This study brings
the consumer perspective into the current debate
rural development promoted through SFP and
local food based on a comparative study of micro
businesses/activities that commercialize SFP
in Norway and Sweden. We use concepts from
traditional consumer studies, e.g. how intrinsic and
extrinsic values influence consumer preferences
and include concepts from previous research
about local food and biological and cultural
heritage. These are interlinked under the umbrella
of the 'Five Aspects Meal Model' to develop
tools to understand the role played by physical
elements of place; social elements; products
themselves; environment and atmosphere; as well
as the management dimension. Data is based on
a consumer survey and interviews with consumers
and producers and observations on place.

Paulina Rytkdnen, School of Business, Sédertérn University

Hékan Tunén, Centre for Biological Diversity, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences

Bolette Bele, Norwegian Institute of Bioeconomi, NIBIO
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3. Demographic Change
and Migration



3.1. International insights from initiatives to
address population decline in sparsely populated

areas

Jayne Glass, Rob McMorran, Jane Atterton

This paper presents international learning from
initiatives that seek to reverse population decline
in sparsely populated areas.
informing current and future Scottish Government

The research is

policy related to rural demographic change. Like
in Sweden, the population of many sparsely
populated areas in Scotland is in decline due to
out-migration and more rapid ageing than in the
country as a whole. Recent projections suggest
that the population of these areas (which cover
41% of Scotland) will decline by 18.6% by 2043.
The working age population in these areas is also
projected to fall by 25.5% in the same period.
This has implications for the size of the labour
force, with access to services and housing also
challenging in many places.

Analysis of 14 case studies (in Scotland,
Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Ireland, the Faroe
Islands, the USA and Canada) explored several

repopulation initiatives targeted at new/returning
residents. These included: financial incentives to
encourage resettlement; diversifying the rural
economy to attract new businesses; preferential
housing allocation for new residents; improving
local facilities and infrastructure to instil a sense
of pride and greater place attachment; an island
fellowship programme; and improving skills and
employability, particularly for young people.
Desk-based research and interviews with local
actors deepened our understanding of common
opportunities and challenges related to: inward
migration (whether domestic or foreign); holistic
approaches that include a range of initiatives;
the importance of focussing on young people;
and the need for effective communication of
local values when implementing specific projects
in collaboration with regional or national policy
actors.

Jayne Glass, Rob McMorran, Jane Atterton, Rural Policy Centre, Scotland's Rural College

For more information on this and other recent work we have completed on rural demographic change, see:

https://sefari.scot/research/objectives/demographic-change-in-remote-areas
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3.2. New gateways? Residential trajectories of
newly arrived migrants from a rural perspective

Karen Haandrikman, Charlotta Hedberg, Guilherme Kenji Chihaya

In the US, so-called “new gateways"” have arisen,
referring to immigrants directly moving to smaller
areas. These migration flows to rural areas have
increased and diversified, resulting from refugee
dispersal policies, and lifestyle and marriage
migrants. This paper will first outline if "new
gateways"haveemergedin Sweden,andifso,where
these gateways appear. Second, the study will
map internal migration sequences of newly arrived
migrants in rural, mid-sized and metropolitan
regions. Third, we analyse how these migrant
pathways are related to migrants' characteristics.
We use register data and sequence analyses to
identify typical migration pathways. The share of
migrants starting in the rural has been stable in
the last two decades. About 17 percent start off in
rural areas, and most of them stay, going against

the myth that the majority of migrants starting
off in the rural move to metropolitan areas after a
short period. Among those who move, the majority
moves to mid-sized areas, while fewer move to
metropolitan areas. Multivariate analyses show
that migrants staying in the rural are most often
Nordic and Western European migrants, while
moving from the rural to mid-sized areas is most
common for refugees, especially those that were
placed in the rural, and higher educated migrants.
Especially women migrants and migrants with a
Swedish partner stay in the rural. We conclude
that placement policies have substantial effects
on the rural population, and different groups are
attracted to different aspects of the rural such as
cheap housing, nature, and downshifting.

Karen Haandrikman, Department of Human Geography, Stockholm University

Charlotta Hedberg, Department of Geography, Umed University

Guilherme Kenji Chihaya, Department of Geography, Umed University
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3.3. Unga asylsokandes forutsdttningar att
etablera sig p&d mindre orter

Ali Osman, Camilla Thunborg, Agnieszka Bron

Syftet med papret &r att utforska och férstd
asylsdkandes forutsattningar att etablera sig pd
mindre orter. Papret ar en del av ett pdgdende
forskningsprojekt som syftar till att utforska och
fradmja unga vuxnas utbildnings- och livskarrigrer
i utsatta férorts- och glesbygsomrdden. | papret
analyseras biografiska intervjuer med fem unga
asylsékanden (18-25 &r), och andra unga vuxna
som bor pd orten, samt intervjuer med lokala
foretradare for ideella organisationer, féretag
och offentliga verksamheter i en liten bruksort i

Ali Osman, Stockholm universitet
Camilla Thunborg, Stockholm universitet
Agnieszka Bron, Stockholm universitet

Bergslagen. Resultatet behandlar hur méjligheter
och hinder foér asylsdkandes integration ska-
pas genom sociala relationer, tilltrade till
lokala aktiviteter och sdval asylsékandes som
lokalbefolkningens foérestdllningar om varandra
och hur man boér vara fér att passa in i det
lokala samhdllet. Papret diskuterar slutligen
vilka konsekvenser som dessa resultat far
for sdval policies foér integration som fér smé
lokalsamhdllens majligheter att hantera denna
integration.
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3.4. Disembedded insecurities of unaccompanied
asylum-seekers youth in rural Sweden

lldiké Asztalos Morell

Asylum migration constitutes the major part
of migration in Sweden. Settlement of asylum
migrants to depopulating rural areas has been
long seen as a potential source to tap in order to
contribute to long-term sustainability of the tax-
base for rural societies and to maintain services
and livelihoods in rural areas. Half of asylum
seekers are children below 18 and half of these
children are unaccompanied. 2015 created an
unprecedented vogue of asylum seekers, where
Sweden accommodated the largest share of
asylum seekers in relation to its population,
which was met by increased securitization and
insecurities for asylum seekers. Rural areas have
taken a large share of the accommodation of
asylum-seeking youth under the process of inquiry.
Meanwhile, the increased securitization of the
asylum process set the odds and possibilities for
acquiring permanent residency to larger and more
in time extended insecurities. Looking back from a
perspective of 2021, the faith of large segments of
the youth that imagined their fortunes in Sweden
is still unsettled. Those of them who were assigned
to rural settlements, contributed to the sudden
increase of demands for services for young people
in rural settlements. However, most of them left
these communities by 2021.

This research is to explore the agencies of
these young people and ways how they connect
to rural communities and how their experiences
can contribute to better understand issues of

lldiké Asztalos Morell, SLU

sustainable rural growth. Taking a departure
from Sen's and Hobson's capability approach this
research is to spotlight the agencies of youth in
flight from injustice as embedded in capability
sets mitigating in the context of local societies
opportunity structures. Seen from the perspective
of asylum seeking youth it is to explore how they
mitigate vulnerabilities and uncertainties related
to the increased securitization of the asylum pro-
cess leading to extended denizenship. It explores
in which way agencies of these young people
connect to local societies, informal and formal
networks and how connectivities forward
capabilities for establishment. Furthermore, itis to
explore the connectivities to translocal networks
and how these impact decisions concerning
establishment. Furthermore, it is to explore from
the perspective of asylum seeking youth how
insecurities related to their extended denizenship
status and their (dis)abilities to connect to rural
places interplay with goals of rural communities
for sustainable growth, including population
growth, employment and social cohesion. Through
this it hopes to answer how asylum migration is
connecting to sustainable population growth in
rural areas and how accommodation regimes of
asylum seeking youth could better be formed.
The paper is based on interviews with 11 asylum
seeking youth in two rural communities during
2017 and local municipal officials.
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3.5. P& vég mot integration? Fran monologiska
till dialogiska méten pa landsbygden

Charlotte Lo6thman

Migration och flyktingstrdmmar har ofta
associerats med urbana miljéer sdsom storst&der
som representerar mangkulturalism och méngfald.
P& senare tid har dock internationell migration
pdverkat &dven landsbygden. Under 2015 och en
period ddrefter okade flyktinginvandringen till
Sverige och andra delar av Europa. Foérdelningen av
nyinvandrade familjer blev ojdmn 6ver landet, dar
landsbygdskommuner var en av de kommuntyper
som tog emot allra flest nyinvandrade barn i
forskolan. For de tre forskolor som jag undersoker
innebar detta att de gick frdn att i princip
vara monokulturella till att bli mdangkulturella.
Tidigare forskning avser foérskolans moéte med
migrerade familjer i urbana miljéer och det saknas
darfor forskning pd hur dessa moten ter sig i en
landsbygdsmiljé.

Min studie visar att det skett en férdndring i
hur férskollararna uppfattar och férhdller sig till

migrerade familjer sedan de férsta familjerna
togs emot 2015. Jag anvdnder mig av en dialogisk
analys av lararnas narrativ (Bakhtin, 1981) och kan
se att den férandring som beskrivs kan férstds
som att de har gdtt frén att uppfatta och svara
pd& migranterna utifrdn ett monologiskt till ett
dialogiskt férhdllningssatt. Denna férandring
kan i sin tur tolkas som att lararna genomgdtt en
integrationsprocess. Resultatet har betydelse for
social héllbarhet pd landsbygden genom att det
pdvisar utvecklandet av interkulturell férstéelse.
Att dppna upp fér en maéngfald av perspektiv
och livsvillkor pd& landsbygden skapar majligheter
for utveckling och motverkar stagnation och
homogenitet. P& konferensen ser jag fram mot att
f& delge mina resultat samt diskutera utmaningar
och mojligheter med social héllbarhet utifrdn ett
dialogiskt perspektiv.

Charlotte Léthman, doktorand vid Campus Vdstervik och forskningsmiljon "Valfard, social innovation

och hdéllbarhet pd landsbygden” samt Linkdpings Universitet, pedagogiskt arbete, Institutionen foér

beteendevetenskap och larande.

Om pdgdende projekt: Forfattarens pdgd&ende projekt genomférs inom temat "Barns och ungas utbildning,
halsa, livsvillkor pd& landsbygden" och undertemat "Interkulturella méten p& férskolan. Landsbygd i
snabb férandring”. Forfattaren har genomfort fokusgruppsintervjuer med férskollarare vid tre férskolor
pd landsbygden med syfte att undersdka vilka utmaningar och mégjligheter en snabb omstdélining till en

mangkulturell miljé har inneburit samt ldrarnas uppfattningar om métet med nyanlanda familjer.
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3.6. Utbildning och migration i landsbygd

Elisabet éhrn, Dennis Beach, Monica Johansson, Per-Ake Rosvall och

Maria Ronnlund

Antalet nyanldnda okade kraftigt i Sverige
hoésten 2015. Foérdelningen inom landet var
pdtagligt ojdmn och de mindre kommunerna
tog emot en proportionerligt stor andel. Foér
mdanga landsbygdskommuner dar det redan fore
mottagandet var ont om resurser som lokaler
och behoriga larare, blev det en stor utmaning
att snabbt ordna boende och skolgdng. Skolorna
blev centrala i mycket av processen och hade att
hantera inte bara pedagogiska spérsmdél som
féljde med mottagandet utan ocksé évergripande
frdgor av olika slag, som risker fér motsatt-
ningar mellan grupper och framlingsfientlighet
liksom foérhopp-ningar om arbetstillfallen och
samhallsutveckling. Hanteringen knét ocksd an till
en befintlig problematik om enskilda kommuners
och skolors ansvar och mdjligheter relativt
statliga initiativ. Detta och andra erfarenheter
frdn landsbygdsskolor diskuterar vi i den har

presentationen utifrén tva forskningsprojekt. Dels
ett projekt om ungdomars villkor och delaktighet
i olika kontexter (VR 2013-2142) som pdgick vid
tiden for flyktingv@gen och dels ett uppfdljande,
pdgdende om utbildning och integration av unga
nyanldnda (VR 2018-03970). | det senare har vi
dtervant till skolorna fér att undersdéka hur de
arbetat vidare med och utvecklat verksamheten
under dren efter férsta mottagandet. Totalt ingdr
sex hogstadieskolor frdn olika landsbygdsmiljéer
- de/industrialiserade smdorter och glesbygd,
fran inland, kust, norra och sédra Sverige — dér vi
genomfoért observationer av undervisningen och
skolan, samtalat med och intervjuat elever och
skolpersonal. | nasta skede kommer férdjupade
intervjuer om mottagande och integration med
skolpersonal och kommunverksamma att géras i
ytterligare 15 landsbygdskommuner.

Elisabet Ohrn, Dennis Beach, Monica Johansson, Per-Ake Rosvall och Maria Rénnlund,

Goteborgs universitet och Umed universitet
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3.7. Back to the land is Back and the Cultivation

of a Reinvented Rurality

Emil Sandstréom

Paralleling the increasing concerns of pandemics,
biodiversity losses, climate change and a general
contestation of the industrial food regime, there
has been a counter migration from urban to rural
areas in past decades. An important part of this
counter migration is the so-called 'back-to-the-
land' migration of former urban residents who
move to rural areas and who adopts primarily
agrarian lifestyles. Back-to-the-land migration
has been a long-standing social phenomenon
across the global North but has received little
attention in academic research. Whereas the
desires that motivate back-to-the-land migration
have directed some research on the subject,
the agricultural practices and ideals that guide
these new 'farmers' to achieve their ambitions
have received less attention as well as studies
that situate the back-to-land phenomena within
broader contexts of agrarian change. Through a
review of 48 migration letters in which back-to-
the-land migrants write about their experiences
of moving from urban to rural areas, this paper
explores the underpinning ideals and agricultural
practices of the back-to-land phenomena, and
discusses what significance this form migration
may have for understanding contemporary rural-
and food system transformations. Important
What kinds of motives,

questions concern:

practices and ideals underpin back-to-the-land
migration? What relevance do "back-to-the-land”
have for how we comprehend “rurality” and how
the current food landscape is changing?

reviews, this article

Based on the letter

iluminates  four interconnected  discursive
repertoires, back-to-the-land as: i) rebelling wage
labour, ii) retropia and search for authenticity, ii)
rebuilding a resilient alternative by reconciling
with land, food and nature and iv) resistance
and silent revolution. The ideals and practices
the back-to-the-landers transmit and engage
in, can in this light be seen as expressions of an
emerging renewed rurality — a reinvented form a
rurality - that are adapted for both present and
future needs in world that is perceived unruly. The
material and discursive form the back-to-the-land
migrants are involved in, contributes in this way to
the cultivation of renewed rural landscapes that
actively contests and covertly resist “conventional”
and “"modernist” understandings of agriculture.
The paper further suggests that, although back-
to-the-land migration may not yet have any
significant material implications on the current
food system, the ideals and practices the back-
to-the-landers convey, provides an important
imaginary of how we comprehend ‘rurality’ and

future food systems.

Emil Sandstrém, Department of Urban and Rural Development, Swedish University of Agricultural

Sciences
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3.8. Young people’s sense of place and
dispositions towards mobility

Sara Forsberg

Based on interviews with pupils in their second
and final year of upper-secondary school in
northeast Sweden the study draws on Bourdieu's
understanding of assets (social, economic, cultural)
to examine sentiments of place belonging. The
paper argues that emotions related to place such
as 'being stuck’, ‘being an outsider’, ‘belonging’ and
'familiarity’ are embedded in family dispositions
and interdependencies between national and
local symbolic economies. A higher education
degree and an urban lifestyle are described by
the interviewees as what counts on a national
level. Locally, social status is associated with
family name, sports achievements or being a
good worker. Thus, young people's dispositions
towards mobility are strongly associated to where
different assets are recognised and, consequently,

Sara Forsberg, Stockholm University

where they would experience a room for
manoeuvre. Some assets are transferable
between rural and urban regions, such as a higher
education degree in forestry or teacher training.
Other assets such as owning a family business is
foremost recognised locally. The paper goes on
to discuss tensions between the recognition of
assets on national and local levels and the
transferability of assets across space in relation
to processes of regional differentiation. Finally,
building on these ideas of interdependent symbolic
economies the paper proposes new research
questions and methods that further unpacks the
emotional ambivalence and material conditions
that shape young people's life conditions and
prospects.
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3.9. Rural boys, urban girls? The Mystery of the
Diminishing Urban-Rural Gender Gap in Sweden

Peter Karpestam, Peter Gladoic Hakansson

In Sweden, there have been a surplus of men in
rural areas and a surplus of women in urban areas
for decades. However, the relative difference
between rural and urban areas have decreased
for about 70 years between the 1930s and the
new millennium. We use two approaches to
understand the decreasing regional gender gaps:
1. we decompose regional gender balance changes
into the main components of population growth/
decline international net migration, internal net
migration and net births. 2. We employ individual
register data, estimate multinomial regressions
every year 1991-2016 and analyse how the
relationship between gender and the probability
of moving from rural areas develops over time. We
estimate separate regressions for Swedish-
born and foreign-born. After controlling for
traditional explanatory variables, we interpret
the dichotomous gender variables as a measure
of “gender norms". The question is if we can spot
gender norm trends that can help explain the

decreasing regional gender gaps over time. We
find that the development of net birth rates in
rural areas explains the decreased gender gap
between rural and urban areas since 1968 while
net immigration and net internal migration have
rather contributed to increasing regional gender
gaps. Despite this, the multinomial regressions
do not support changing relationships between
gender and the probability to out-migrate from
rural areas after 1990 for the Swedish-born. For
foreign-born, we find evidence of decreased gender
differences regarding the probability to leave rural
areas. This contributes to an increased surplus
of rural men because foreign-born men have an
increased probability to stay in rural municipalities
in comparison to women. In sum, we do not find
that changing gender norms, for Swedish-born or
foreign-born, can explain the decreasing gender
gaps between rural and urban areas. In fact, for
the foreign-born, we find the opposite.

Peter Karpestam, Department of Urban Studies, Malmé University
Peter Gladoic Hakansson, Department of Society, Culture and Identity, Malmé University
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4. The role of naturdl
resources in rural
transformation
processes



4.1. Understanding the multiple dynamics of
the countryside - Examples from forest cases in

northern Europe

E. Carina H. Keskitalo, Gun Lidestav, Kerstin Westin, Urban Lindgren

Rural literature has often been seen as expressing
specific perceptions of the rural, largely based in
an Anglo-Saxon conception of agricultural rural
idyllic landscapes. Based on studies of forest
ownership (in Sweden, but also comparatively),
we suggest that an understanding of forest and
forest ownership can illustrate the dynamic and
shifting role of rural areas: as both rural and
urban, based on both forest property and second-
home ownership; that forest areas are not only

post-production landscapes but continuously
also production areas, in addition to many other
use patterns; as areas of buzz and forest-related
industrial and services growth, and thus rural
growth; and that Sweden and more broadly
Fennoscandia are areas with different habitation
patterns and linkages between nature and
population than what has often been described in
the broader rural literature.

The study and the abstract is based on the article Keskitalo, E. C. H., Lidestav, G., Westin, K., & Lindgren, U.
(2020). Understanding the multiple dynamics of the countryside—Examples from forest cases in northern

Europe. Journal of Rural Studies, 78, 59-64.
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4.2. Mining in Sweden - local visions of the

extractivist welfare state

Sara Moritz

This paper analyses narratives and ideas on the
state's role in a resource-rich region in the north of
Sweden. The paper explores how the “extractivist
welfare state” is understood and constituted from
below.

While mining is a spatially bounded and inhe-
rently "local” activity, decision-making on mining
is centralised in almost all countries. From the
literature on extractive industries we know that
this uneven relationship often result in conflict.
It is often claimed that benefits from mining are
shipped off to the centre while environmental
and socio-economic costs stay in the periphery.
This relationship does not only matter for the
understanding of mining conflicts, in this paper
| argue that it also matters for how the state is
understood and for the expectations and wishes
that are attached to the state in resource-rich
countries and regions.

The existing literature concerning resource
extraction and resource governance has tended
to focus on the central and formal parts of the
state. The literature have often either focused on

the role of the central state and how political elites
push for extraction in order to seize the revenues
or studied isolated aspects of the state — such as
state-led participation etc.

Separateliteratures have thus handled different
aspects of the debate on resource extraction and
the state.

Theoretically, this paper builds on an under-
standing of the state as non-monolithic and
continuously constructed through its interactions
with other social force. Empirically, the study is
based on local media material from 2010 to 2020
and interviews with local politicians in Norrbotten.
The paper analyses the ideas on what the state is
or should be articulated in the local discourse on
mining and extraction.

This article will contribute with introducing a
novel theoretical framework for understanding
and conceptualising the state from below through
a qualitative case study focusing on the north
of Sweden, which serves as a powerful case for
exploring these issues

Sara Moritz, Doktorand, Statsvetenskapliga institutionen, Stockholms Universitet
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4.3. Mining for welfare and sustainable

development

Arvid Stiernstrom

In recent years, mining projects in northern
Sweden have generated much public debate. Both
public discussions and the academic literature
have tended to focus on the main antagonists -
environmental and/or indigenous activists versus
mining companies and the national government.
Here, | turn the gaze on the role of the local
government, a vital but hitherto neglected actorin
the literature. In sparsely populated rural regions,
all around the world, mining companies often
argue that they will provide a much needed boost
to the regional economy, while at the same time
extracting the minerals needed for a sustainable
transition towards green technology. According
to this narrative, mining projects become an
important part of salvaging the strained or
failing welfare state, and thus a key component
in rural development policy. In Sweden, the formal
permit process that surrounds the opening of
a mine only grants the local government an

Arvid Stiernstréom, SLU

advisory status, which might explain why the role
of local government in the making of mines has
been neglected in research on mining and rural
development.

However, in examining the actions taken and
narratives produced by Storuman municipality
in the wake of two mining projects, | show that
the municipality is a key actor in the process
of promoting mining as not only a viable but
important use of land. In the municipal narrative,
mining is presented as necessary to maintain local
welfare and services, thus blurring the boundaries
between the mining company and the local
government. | place the example from Sweden in
wider literature on mining processes to highlight
the role of local authorities in shaping rural
space into areas where demands from a global
mineral market can be met - in the name of both
sustainable development and the continuation of
the welfare state.
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4.4. Den subversiva vildmarksturismen?
Normkritik som mediering av kommersialise-

ringens dngsligheter

Katarina Landstrém

Med en stadigt sjunkande befolkning och allt
mer bristande ekonomiska foérutsdttningar att
upprdatthdalla kommunal service i Pajala diskuteras
vildmarksturism och kommersialisering av lokalt
hantverk som en modjlig kalla till skatteintakter
och arbetstillfallen. Visioner om hur exklusiv natur
och tradition skulle kunna locka képstarka turister
till kommunen aktualiserar inte desto mindre en
klassisk spdnning mellan det singuldra (singular
objects) och det vanliga (common objects/
commodities) - det vill sdga, mellan det som ar
kart och speciellt, och dess férvandling genom
kommersialisering till ndgot som &r allmant och

tillgangligt fér vem som helst genom marknaden.
| detta konferensbidrag problematiseras hur en
s@dan spdnning kan medieras genom en subversiv
diskurs dar turistens férvandling snarare d&n
den egna bygdens foérvandling stalls i fokus.
Mer specifikt uppmdrksammar bidraget hur en
diskurs om vildmarksturism som ett utmanande
av urbanitetsnormen |&ter lokala entreprenérer
och kommunala tjagnsteman filtrera kommersiali-
sering av menings- och identitetbdrande lokala
resurser genom en egen subjektivitet, som
lindrar upplevelsen av ett pdtvingat éde och en
devalvering av ndgot unikt.

Katarina Landstrém, Doktorand, landsbygdsutveckling, Inst. Stad och land, SLU
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4.5. Lagt hangande frukter i skogen

Gun Lidestav et al.

Skogens roll i omstallningen mot en mer hdllbar
samhallsutveckling har i huvudsak handlat om de
vaxande trddens férmdéga att binda kol samt att
ersdtta en oljebaserad produktion, men idén om
en skogsbaserad bioekonomi mdste ges en vidare
innebdrd. Det ar med den utgdngspunkten som
FoU-natverket Bdar genom erfarenhetsutbyte
(seminarier), utbildning (workshops och kurser) och
forskning samlar befintlig kunskap och utvecklar
ny, avseende skogens ldgt h&ngande frukter, d
v s vilda bar. Vi ar sarskilt intresserade av hur
nuvarande hinder och bristande incitament kan
o6verbryggas s& att den stora vdrdeskapande
potentialen som finns i olika delar av vardekedjan
kan realiseras och férdelas p& ett satt som
motsvarar héllbar produktion och konsumtion.
Idag férsvinner mervdrdena i stor utstrdackning
uvtomlands och markdgaren f& ingen del av
detta. Potentialen kan uttryckas i termer som:

Gun Lidestav, SLU, Landscape studies

i genomsnitt plockas endast 2- 4% av de ca 500

000 ton skogsbdr som skogen producerar, och

10-20 00O ton utgérs av kommersiell plockning

med ett foradlingsvarde pd 3-4 miljarder kr. | vér

presentation avser vi att lyfta féljande tema:

1. Vilda bdr som bdrare av olika kvaliteter
och nyttigheter i frdga om livsmedel med
specifika ndringsdmnen, minskad sdrbarhet
i livsmedelsférsorjningen, regional identitet,
livskvalitet

2. Hallbaraaffdarsmodellerlangshelavérdekedjan
frén plockning/insamling/r@varuhantering
inklusive transport - fraktionering/féradling -
distribution/marknadsféring/férsaljning.

3. Produktionsrelaterade aspekter avseende
arbetets och arbetskraftens organisering
inkl. utveckling av teknik och logistik,
tillgdngen pd bdr, dganderdttsfrdgor inklusive
allemansratten.
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5. Competences, skills
and the evolution of the
rural labour market



5.1. Kultur- och turismndringarnas roll for
utveckling pa mindre orter i Bergslagen

Mats Lundmark, Max Jakobsson

| Bergslagen har strukturomvandlingen inom
industrin, frdn mitten av 1970-talet, slagit hért
mot mdanga orter, i termer av férlorade jobb och
med avfolkning som féljd. Under 1980-talet kom
regionen att ses som den mest krisdrabbade
regionen i Sverige (Jakobsson, 2009). Aven om
det fortfarande finns framgdngsrik och livskraftig
industri kvariregionen har de férlorade jobben inte
kunnat d&terskapas, och industrisysselsattningen
har stadigt minskat dven under 1990- och
2000-talen. Emellertid kan vi, p& ett flertal orter i
regionen, sedan slutet av 1990-talet se en dkande
sysselsdttning inom tjanstesektorn, inte minst
inom kultur- och turismndringar. Inte sdllan har
verksamhet inom dessa ndaringar kopplingar till
Bergslagens industri- och kulturarv. Kultur- och
turismndringar har ocksd kommit att f& en alltmer
framskjuten roll utvecklingspolitiska program och
insatser riktade mot Bergslagen. En s&dan sats-
ning utgors av det EU-finansierade programmet
Bergslagssatsningen - kultur och turism som

pdgick 2007-2018, och syftade till att frémija
turismdriven tillvixt genom att utveckla ett antal
Bergslagshistoriska
centra, till kvalitativa, attraktiva och tillgangliga

industrihistoriska  miljoer,
besdksmal.

Vart forskningsprojekt handlar om att félja
upp och studera utvecklingen pd mindre orter i
Bergslagen, i termer av befolkningsforandring,
jobb, pendling, nya féretag, och offentlig/pri-
vat service. Begreppsligt och teoretiskt tar
projektet utgdngspunkt i "evolutionary economic
geography”, med begrepp som "path depen-
dency" (stig- eller spdrberoende) och "lock-in"
(inldsningseffekter). Projektet genomférs dels
genom en kvantitativ analys av registerdata, dels
genom kvalitativa fallstudier av enskilda orter.
Det vi kommer att presentera ar prelimindra
resultat frén den férsta delen, dér vi gér analyser
med hjalp av registerbaserade och longitudinella
individdata.

Mats Lundmark, Professor, kulturgeografi, Institutionen fér humaniora, utbildnings- och samhdllsveten-

skap, Orebro

Max Jakobsson, Affilierad forskare, fil.dr., kulturgeografi, Institutionen fér humaniora, utbildnings-

och samhdllsvetenskap, Orebro universitet
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5.2. Att 6verbrygga ett socialt glapp. Om social
sammanhadllning och ett arbetsmarknadsprojekt

i Lammhult

Peter Hultgren

Lammhult, kant fér sin framgdngsrika
mobelindustri, &r ett av mé@nga samhdllen som
tagit emot asylsékande och nyanlanda till féljd
av den s.k. flyktingkrisen. Var tredje inv&nare i
Lammbhult 2017 var fédd utanfér Sverige varav
halften fodda i Syrien eller Somalia. Efter flera
a&r med befolkningsminskning, minskade fédseltal
och dldrande befolkning innebar férdandringen
ett demografiskt trendbrott och chans till ett
revitaliserat  samhdllsliv.  Civilsamhallet, den
offentliga servicen och ndringslivet, stdlldes
infér utmaningar som att ompdva och an-
passa verksamheter och att tillgodose ett
arbetskraftsbehov. Féreningar som Rédakorset,
kyrkliga samfund och en ung samhallsférening
uppdrog 4t sig sjdlva att stdédja nyanldndas
etablering pé orten.

Trots det
kom orten att préglas av ett socialt avstdnd

mellan de redan etablerade och de nyanldnda.

6msesidiga etableringsbehovet

Som ett svar pd detta startade Vaxjé kommun

Peter Hultgren, Linnéuniversitetet

arbetsmarknadsprojekt Traffpunkten i Lamm-
hult. Syftet var att skapa en modell fér sma-
ortsintegration och utgéra en férmedlande
lank mellan ortens ndringsliv och nyanlanda.
Projektledningen behévde vinna erkdnnande i
lokalsamhdllet och arbetsgivares och nyanldndas
tillit. Dartill behévde projektet en valfungerande
samverkan med andra kommunala aktorer,
arbetsférmedlingen och det pd& orten aktiva
civilsamhdllet.

Den hdar artikeln handlar om de utmanin-
gar, mdjligheter och problem, det kommunala
arbetsmarknadsprojektet motte i det etable-
rade lokalsamhdllet och om de strategier pro-
jektledningen vidtog foér att moéta dessa.
Darav foljer att detta ocksd &r en berdttelse
om arbetsmarknadsprojektet som blev ett
integrationsprojekt som blev ett arbets-
marknadsprojekt som mynnade ut i ett
integrationsprojekt och hur dessa skiften i
intresseinriktningar kan férstds.

67



5.5. From Panic to Business as Usual: what a
year of Coronavirus has revealed about migrant
labor, food supply chains and the welfare state

in Nordic countries

Brian Kuns

This paper provides an overview of how agriculture
in the Nordic countries coped with problems and
disruptions related to the Coronavirus pandemic,
with a focus on migrant laborers in agricultural
production and related branches such as meat
processing. As the first pandemic related
restrictions were introduced in March 2020, inclu-
ding travel restrictions and closing of borders,
migrantseasonalagriculturallaborersreceivedalot
of attention in the Nordic countries (as elsewhere)
— much more attention than they usually receive in
the media and by governments. This was related
to initial fears in all Nordic countries that potential
shortfalls of seasonal laborers due to the closing
of borders to fight the spread of the virus would
seriously disrupt mainstream food supply chains.
The paper will trace how this situation played
out as the year unfolded in the Nordic countries,
showing how initial panic shifted, more or less, to
business as usual, as it became clearin the end that
there would not be a critical shortfall in seasonal
workers. Still, we argue that the experience, both
the panic, and the later return to normalcy are
revealing of several important tendencies in Nordic
countries.

Brian Kuns, SLU, SOL, LAG

For example, this overview will provide an
updated discussion on a little discussed trend in
Nordic agriculture — the growing numbers and
importance of migrant labor in certain parts of
the agricultural sector. Second, we will show how
the Nordic countries, for the most part, prioritized
value chains in the Corona crisis over and above
concerns about worker health. Third, we will show
how farmer organizations in the Nordic countries
at first pressed their respective governments for
help in ensuring the supply of seasonal workers,
but then the farmers themselves faced what they
felt were unfair questions for poor treatment of
workers, i.e. practices that had been ongoing for a
long time suddenly were framed as exploitative. In
providing this overview, we will highlight both the
intra-Nordic similarities and differences on these
questions, and the differences between the Nordic
countries and the rest of the Global North. Our
argument in this regard is that in an international
perspective, the situation of migrant laborers
in Nordic agriculture is perhaps not as acutely
precarious as in southern Europe or California,
but it is still exploitation, and the question is if this
exploitation is growing.
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5.6. Beyond core and periphery: translocal
mobility in rural artists work and creativity

Dominic Power, Tina Mathisen, Johan Jansson

Inthis paperwesuggestthatfartooofteneconomic
geographic theory has been based on easy core-
periphery dualism that mask the reality of work in
rural or peripheral areas. For the purpose of this
article, we look at a group of female contemporary
artistsin the rural Swedish region of Varmland. We
take a relational approach and suggest that being
on the periphery does not mean isolation from the
centre nor does it mean relegation to lower levels
of professional and creative possibilities. The study
suggests that affordability and work-life balance
are the essential reasons for the locational choices
of peripheral artists. But once settled they employ
two strategic coping mechanisms: embracing the
creative possibilities of being on the edge; active
creation of network spaces and relations. We

Dominic Power, Stockholm University
Tina Mathisen, Uppsala University
Johan Jansson, Uppsala University

suggest that for creative workers' binary spatial
divisions are not appropriate and that more
nuanced relational geographies support both rural
and individual creative careers. In particular, we
emphasise one such binary: the presumption that
whilst urban creativity is collective, rural creativity
is individual and lacking the benefits of closeness
and agglomeration (Woods 2012). Rather than
the dualism presented in the creativity literature,
we suggest that the case exposes the importance
of thinking relational and temporarily in terms of
project and career life cycles. These artists are
not making black or white choices between the
social city and the isolated rural but mixing the
advantages of both together through translocal
processes and networks.
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5.7. Choosing not to wait? Narratives of work
and life choices among workers in a small town/

rural area

Janna Lundberg, Elin Ennerberg

Choosing one's life, education and career can
be seen asa central tenet of contemporary
individualization
"turning points” and life trajectories, individual

processes. In narratives of
decisions to leave a place and to form a different
type of career path are often highlighted. In
contrast, "staying put" is often associated with a
lack of opportunity, and often linked to for example
gendered and socio-economic constraints. In an
ongoing research project we aim to problematize
this assumption of staying as a failure-to-leave
or as a non-choice. We intend to focus instead
of the life stories of individuals who have chosen
career paths that have enabled them to stay
in (orin close proximity to) their hometowns.
Our empirical material will be collected during
the summer/autumn of 2021 and the working
hypothesis of the project that we will elaborate
on in this articleisthat the choices made to

Janna Lundberg, Malmé Universitet
Elin Ennerberg, Malm& Universitet

stay in one's hometown can be constructed as
active choices of non-waiting. Moreover, focusing
on career choices that serve the local labour
market needs can be seen as a rejection of higher
education studies with more insecure career
trajectories. Rather than waiting for a "successful”
career through postponing labour market
entry, the chosen career trajectories can enable
individuals to utilise and catch coincidental local
opportunities. Moreover, labour market partici-
pation is in the Swedish welfare state associated
with access to social security and unemployment
insurance. Early labour market entry can
thus facilitate certain life choices and income-
based support related to family building. At the
same time these individuals are vulnerable to a
changing labour market due to their specialized

skills.
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5.3. Inkomstutvecklingen fér Sveriges landsbygd
och segregerade omraden

Martin Nordin

Ojamlikheten i Sverige och andra lander okar. Ut-
vecklingen har en tydlig geografisk dimension dar
skillnaderna ékar badde mellan land och stad och
inom stdder. Det blir tydligt att det finns tvd grup-
per av forlorare: landsbygdens befolkning som ser
jobben férsvinna och den segregerade befolknin-
gen som, av ett flertal orsaker, inte kvalificerar sig
for de nya valbetalda jobben i staden.

Denna rapport analyserar inkomstutvecklingen
for Sveriges mest glesa landsbygd och Sveriges
mest segregerade omrdden (matt som invan-
dratdta omrdden). Rapporten ger en detaljerad
bild av inkomst- och sysselsdttnings-utvecklingen
for:

i) Sveriges landsbygd och segregerad omréden,

ii) for olika inkomst- och sysselsattningsmatt, och
i) for olika grupper med ett specifikt fokus p& den
icke-arbetande befolkningen pd landsbygd och
segregerad omrdaden.

Det kan tyckas kontroversiellt att jamféra

problemomrdde men politik handlar om prio-
riteringar och att ge beslutfattare en battre
overblick dver omrddenas relativa utveckling ar
viktigt. Aven om det finns rapporter som var och
en beskriver utvecklingen fér landsbygden och den
segregerade férorten sd finns det ingen studie,
varken for Sverige eller fér ndgot annat land som
kontrasterar utvecklingen mellan omré&dena.

Projektet ar en fortsdattning av projektet som
analyserade inkomstutvecklingen for Sverige efter
befolkningstdthet. Projektets fréamsta resultat
var att Sveriges mest t&ta omré&de har haft den
bdsta inkomstutvecklingen sedan 1990-talet.
| denna rapport férdjupas undersékningen av
inkomstutvecklingen for Sveriges mest glesa
landsbygd. Framférallt behdéver man studera
inkomsterna fér den icke-sysselsatta befolkningen
battre.

Martin Nordin, Associate Professor (Docent) in Labour Economics, Department of Economics and Agrifood

Economics Centre, Lund University
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5.4. Strategisk kompetensforsorjning och
organisatoriska vdrderingar i sma familjeféretag
verksamma i svensk landsbygdskontext

Kristin Sabel

Problemformulering och syfte

Denna studie é@mnar foérdjupa forstdelsen foér
hur organisatoriska vdarderingar kan pdverka
kompetensférsérjningsstrategier hos smd
familjeféretag verksamma i svensk landsbygds-
kontext. Det finns en generell proble-matik
kring att hitta och matcha kompetens i sma
féretag  verksamma i landsbygdskontext,
dar den geografiska positionen d&r vdsentlig
(e.g. Danes et al., 2008). Sma& familjeféretag
representerar en majoritet av de féretag som
finns verksamma pé& landsbygden (e.g. Karlsson,
2018; SCB, 2021). Darav fokuserar denna studie
pd att underséka hur organisatoriska varderingar
kan pdverka
inom smd familjeféretag verksamma i svensk
landsbygdskontext.

kompetensforsorjningsstrategier

Metod

Studien har genomférts genom kvalitativ metod,
dar tvd arbetsintensiva industrier har undersékts
— tillverkningsindustrin  och turistbranschen.
De undersokta industrierna &r geografiskt sett
positionerade i Jdmtland och Smdaland, d& dessa
tvd regioner ar valkénda fér sin entreprendriella

anda samt domineras av sma familjedgda féretag
(e.g. Wigren, 2003). Semistrukturerade intervjuer
har genomférts med tjugo stycken dgare av smé
familjeféretag. Alla féretagen var utvalda fér att
de uppfyllde vissa forskningskrav.

Resultat och implikationer

Denna studie bidrar till 6kad kunskap om smdé
familjedgda strategiutveckling.
Resultaten indikerar att sma& familjedgda féretag

foéretag och

har en sarskild position i lokalsamhdllen, d& de
anses vara langsiktiga arbetsgivare. Gdllande
kompetensforsorjning finns det variationer i hur
olika smd& familjedgda féretag hittar, matchar
och behdller kompetenser. Olika organisatoriska
varderingar kan pdverka de smd& familjedgda
foretagens kompetensférsorjningsstrategier i
olika riktning. Resultaten visar &ven att de smd
familjedgda féretagen har en sarskild stdllning
i landsbygdskontext gdllande utveckling och
arbetstillfallen. Kompositionen av kompetenser
inom smd& familjedgda féretag ar sarskilt viktig
och dr sammankopplat med de organisatoriska
vdrderingarna som féretaget har.

Nyckelord: Landsbygd, Familjeféretag, Kompetensférsérjning, Strategier

Kristin Sabel, Mid Sweden University
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6. Territorial resilience in
times of global societal
challenges



6.1. Lokal mobilisering vid skogsbranderna 2018

Jenny Ingridsdotter & Maria Vallstrom

Hur har landsbygdens byar och lokalsamhdllen
reagerat pd skogsbranderna 2018? Vilka resurser
mobiliserades? Hur fungerade samarbetet? Vad
mdéste fungera till ndsta gdng? Det dr exempel
pd& frdgor som stdlls i forskningsprojektet
"Mobiliserade byar - hur lokalsamhdallen agerade
under skogsbrdnderna 2018 och omorienterar sig
mot framtiden". Vi har intervjuat ca 50 mdnniskor
som var engagerade pd olika satt i arbetet mot
branderna, samordning av resurser, tillgdng till
mat och férnddenheter, brandsldckningsarbete
och réjande av brandgator, bevattning av dessaq,
informationshantering och organiserande av
spontana frivilliga. En del av studien har fokuserat

socialamediersroll. Utgdngspunkten dr tre utvalda
platser som var starkt pdverkade av bréanderna, i
de tre |Gn som var mest drabbade av brdnderna,
Dalarna, Gavleborg och Jamtland. Studien har
ett uttalat lokalt perspektiv, samtidigt som
regionala, nationella och internationella aktorer
var involverade i slédckningsarbetet och pdverkade
markdgare och bybor. Hur minns och berdttar de
som var med om branden? Har det skett ndgon
férandring i bygden efterdt och i sé fall vilken? Har
synen pd hdllbar utveckling férandrats?

Projektet bedrivs i ett samarbete mellan
Umed universitet och Sédertdrns hdégskola och &r
finansierat av FORMAS.

Jenny Ingridsdotter, fil. dr etnologi, Umed universitet (projektledare)

Maria Vallstrém, docent i etnologi, Sédertérns hogskola
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6.2. Is there light in the windows? Livelihoods
and island societies in Sweden during the

Covid-19 pandemic

Paulina Rytkénen, Youssouf Merouani, Marcus Box, Tommy Larsson

Segerlind

Islanders have historically earned a living through
traditional activities, e.g. agriculture including
commercial gardens that exported berries and
other products to mainland, and fisheries. Some
islands were also used for military purposes.
Today island communities suffer the same
challenges as other rural areas with declining
and ageing population, scarce resources, sparse
markets, a shift from traditional activities to
rural/island tourism. One effect related to the
Covid 19 pandemic in general, is the acceleration
of digitalization of society. Employers encourage
and enable employees to work from home and
many people have moved temporarily to summer
cottages and second homes in rural areas. There is
also alarge number of people from large cities that
recently bought new houses in rural locations as a
long-term strategy for work and life. In addition,

people have like never before used the opportunity
to enjoy nature and many have replaced in-door
pleasures with outdoor activities. Moreover,
staycation became well-established concept. But
have islands benefited or been disadvantaged
from the pandemic? Can the pandemic be a game-
changer and help turn around previous negative
trends? This presentation focuses on the impact of
Covid 19 on island livelihoods, island tourism and
island societies in coastal areas and major lakes in
Sweden. Results are based on an ongoing research
project with national coverage. We answer the
following questions: Which challenges have island
communities and local businesses faced so far
during the pandemic? Which opportunities and
innovations for livelihoods and future development
have been identified and acted upon?

Paulina Rytkénen, Youssouf Merouani, Marcus Box, Tommy Larsson Segerlind, Department of Social

Sciences, Sodertdrn University
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6.3. Resilience for resilience? A study of rural

entrepreneurial practices

Malin Tillmar

Due to both planetary boundaries and need for
resilience to crises, we have to rethink sustainable
development (Elkington, 1998; Olsson, Moore,
Westley, & McCarthy, 2017) as well as the role of
rural areas in this development (Hjerpe & Glaas,
2018). Entrepreneurship in various organizational
forms (Gibson-Graham, 2008; Hogberg, Stiern-
strom, & Hultman, 2018) play many roles in the
transformation needed (Bennett et al., 2016;
Rockstrom & Klum, 2015; Westley et al.,, 2011).
The overall purpose of this paper is to explore
the entrepreneurial practices evolving in rural
ventures aiming at local resilience. We report
from an ethnographically inspired study in rural
southeastern Sweden which has been ongoing

for two years. Preliminary results illuminate that
while succeeding in increasing local collaboration
and resilience to crisis, maintaining resilience and
sustainability in the entrepreneurial practices
as such can be a major challenge. In the studied
collectively owned company, local food distribution
and local sources of energy have been developed,
by means of intersectoral collaboration. Yet, and
paradoxically, these struggles for local resilience
has long been highly dependent on a finite source
of energy - the human and financial resources
of an individual entrepreneur. We discuss, from
a practice perspective, how this situation came
about, how it is handled and how it is changing.

Malin Tillmar, Professor i Entreprenérskap, Linnéuniversitetet
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6.4. Robust foretagande i kristider

Cecilia Dalborg, Yvonne von Friedrichs

Turism och smadéskaligt mathantverk utgér
betydande och viktiga naringar fér mdanga
glest befolkade regioner i Sverige. Tilltron till
ndringarna, som framtidsbranscher, har varit hdg
men i och med rddande coronapandemi har ménga
foéretagare inom ndringarna hamnat i krislage.
For sdval turism- som mathantverksnéringarna
innebdr pandemin sarskilt allvarliga konsekvenser
eftersom efterfrdgan i vissa delar av ndringen
i stort sett helt har avstannat. Syftet med
den hdar studien dr att 6ka kunskapen kring hur
pandemin har pdverkat ndringarna och vilka
omstdllningsbehov som det har resulterat i.
Redan innan pandemin identifierades problem
s@som bristande |6nsamhet i kombination
med kompetensférsérjningsproblem i framfor
allt turismndringen. | och med att ndringen ar
arbetskraftsintensiv och beroende av mdanniskors
rumsliga rorlighet &r branschen mycket sarbar,
vilket visar sig tydligt i samband med rddande
pandemi. Aven den smdskaliga matndringen har
mott forandringar i samband med pandemin,
ddr ndringen som en konsekvens av pandemin
har mott ett okat intresse i samhallet for lokal

Cecilia Dalborg, Mittuniversitetet
Yvonne von Friedrichs, Mittuniversitetet

livsmedelsférsérjning och ndrproducerad mat.
Interaktion mellan olika typer av aktérer i ett
ekonomiskt system har inom forskning om lokal
och regional utveckling allt oftare kommit att
betraktas som ekosystem for entreprenérskap.
Entreprendriella ekosystem &r unika pd& sd satt
att de involverar lokala resurser, institutioner
och natverk. Faktorer som har direkt eller
indirekt pdéverkan pd entreprendrskapets resul-
tat ar till exempel infrastruktur, stédsystem,
kunskapsdistribution och tillgdng till natverk.
Vad kdnnetecknar de lokala system som turism-
och mathantverksféretagare verkar inom? Vilka
strategier anvdnder féretagen for att klara av
kriser, nu och i framtiden? Och hur kan regionala
och statliga stédsystem hjdlpa féretagen att
vara uthdlliga och &verleva kriser? Féretagare
frdn Jamtland, inom  turismndringen och
smdskaligt mathantverk, kommer att studeras
fér att f& svar p& ovanstdende frdgestallningar.
Den teoretiska utgdngspunkten fér studien ar
entreprendrskapsteorier och den metodologiska
grunden ar mix-methods.
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6.5. Peripheries within Economic Geography:

Four "Problems”

Rhiannon Pugh & Alexandre Dubois

This paper is a theoretical contribution to
interrogate and elucidate a term commonly used
(but rarely interrogated) from the perspective
of the economic geography field within which we
work: peripheries. As researchers of "peripheries"
we are all too familiar with the fuzziness and
problematic nature of this term, and our long-
standing research agenda is to work towards
clarifying and nuancing it, addressing its role
in either stigmatizing or assuming some pre-
determined destiny for different regions and
territories. This paper is a conceptual contribution,
reviewing the work conducted on peripheries within
economic geography, and spotting a number of
gaps or problems in the way in which this term

is used. This paper proposes a way forwards for
addressing these identified problems, in a series
of "suggestions”" as to how we can do better in
researching economic geographies of peripheries.
The final discussion reorients our debate towards
the issue of policy for regional development in the
periphery, arguing that we need to clarify and
solidify our concepts in order to provide a better
foundation for discussions around what policy
approaches are tenable and appropriate for such
settings. Finally, this paper proposes a holistic
framework for studying peripheries in economic
geography, which take into environmental, socio-
cultural, and political elements as well as pure

economic issues.

Keywords: periphery; innovation; entrepreneurship; regional policy; place-based development

Dr Rhiannon Pugh, Senior Lecturer, Centre for Innovation Research, Lund University

Dr Alexandre Dubois, Researcher, Department of Urban and Rural Development,
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6.6. Hur resilient ar lokalsamhallet vid
en exceptionell pafrestning? Pandemins
foljdverkningar i en svensk landsbygdskommun

Maria Vallstrém, Lotta Svensson, Mikael Vallstrém

Bidraget baseras pd en artikel som beskriver hur
landsbygdskommunen Soéderhamn drabbas av,
reagerarpdochférandrasavpandemin.Denbygger
pd& en nutidsstudie som i realtid dokumenterat
och foljt
februari 2020, pd& en lokal och individnara
nivd. | artikeln anvdnder vi oss av dagbdcker,

hdandelseférloppet dagligen  fran

dokumentation av sociala medier och inter-
vjuer — material som dar insamlat vid FoU
Halsingland. Studiens syfte dr att undersoka
hur pandemin hanteras pd lokal nivd, i en svensk
landsbygdskommun och vad det sdger om hur
resilient lokalsamhdllet ar nar det utsdatts foér en
exceptionell pafrestning. Vi stdller frdgor som: P&
vilka s&tt uppvisar samhallet motstdndskraft och
féormdaga att stdlla om? Vilka resurser mobiliseras

i det lokala? Vi beskriver hur enskilda personer,
foretag och offentlig verksamhet stdller om,
pd vilka satt spontan mobilisering av frivilliga
skapas och tas emot och hur den lokala ekonomin
uppvdarderas genom "stodkép”. Vi kommer dven
att berdéra hur medvetenheten om samhdllets
s@rbarhet 6kar och leder till mobilisering fér starkt
beredskap och hur medborgarna hanterar sitt
ansvar for att begrdnsa spridningen av viruset.
Genom att materialet analyseras utifrdn teorier
om sambhdllens resiliens vid kriser stdller artikeln
frdgor om vilka lardomar som kan géras infér en
framtid dar ytterligare p&frestningar och globalt
omfattande samhadallshot blir alltmer sannolika.
Spdnningsfdltet mellan det lokala och det globala
kommer darfér att std i centrum fér analysen.

Maria Vallstrém, Docent i etnologi, Sédertérns hogskola

Lotta Svensson, Fil dr. sociologi, FoU Halsingland
Mikael Vallstrém, Fil. dr etnologi, FoU Halsingland
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6.7. Mind the gap - policies for rural digital

transformation

Johanna Lindberg, Mari Runardotter, Anna Stahlbrdst

Due to the ongoing digital transformation
around the globe, many policies are developed to
support the 21st century goal-oriented politics.
The possibilities to implement these policies
differs due to different preconditions, needs and
challenges between rural and urban areas, hence
current policies fall short on supporting digital
transformation in rural areas. In digital policy
documents commercial actors are assigned to be
primarily responsible for digital transformation
of society. This leads to a situation where the
commercial interest and engagement of rural
residents is low, since they are regarded as non-
profitable. The voices of those negatively affected
by digital policies remains unheard.

This study explores the nature of the prevailing
urban norm, and its consequences for rural areas.

Based on studies involving officials working with
rural development and how the officials perceive
the possibility for reducing the urban-rural digital
divide, we elaborate on the theoretical concepts of
Social Acceleration, Resonance, and Community
Resilience. Our aim is to contribute with an
explanatory model to create local resilience for
the rural digital policy process at times of global
societal challenges. Our findings show that
strategic inclusion of those who are negatively
affected by digital policy is missing and needs to
be addressed to achieve local resilience.

The conclusion of this research is that policy
implementers acting on a regional and local level
needs to mind the gap, to actively reduce the rural
digital divide.

Johanna Lindberg Institutionen fér system- och rymdteknik, Luled tekniska universitet
Mari Runardotter Institutionen fér system- och rymdteknik, Luled tekniska universitet
Anna Stéhlbrést Institutionen fér system- och rymdteknik, Luled tekniska universitet
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7. Rural and Regional
Polices



7.1. A "third way" for rural policy?

Hans Westlund

International growth policies can be divided in
two “camps”. On the one hand, the World Bank
prescribes a “spatially blind" policy with focus on
institutions, health and education. According to
this view, policies focusing on equalizing growth
will reduce growth and be of harm for the nation
as a whole. On the other hand, the OEDC and
the EU stress that regions are different and that
general policies should be formed to support
differentiated policies that are adapted to each

region's unique growth prerequisites. The EU
concept for this is “smart specialization”. However,
both these policies have their focus on urban areas.
Rural policy remain mainly agricultural subsidies
(under various headlines).

This paper argues for a new rural strategy, viz.
that it is only by being integrated with the urban
economies that rural areas can grow. General
foundations and various component parts of such
a strategy are discussed.

Hans Westlund, KTH Royal Institute of Technology, Jonképing International Business School
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7.2. Intra-municipal polarization? Centre-
periphery variations in satisfaction with
democracy and welfare services

Gissur O Erlingsson, Richard (3hrva||, Susanne Wallman Lundasen

1952-1974
radically changed the geography of Swedish

Amalgamation reforms between
local government by reducing the number of
municipalities from 2,498 to 277. The underlying
theory was inspired by the Central-place theory
(Cristaller 1966). The purpose was to identify a
larger town - a centralort — where central political
institutions were located, and the place made
responsible for providing goods and services for
surrounding settlements. The amalgamations
gave rise to intra-municipal distributional conflicts
where several ex-municipalities — now peripheries
within the larger municipalities — mobilized and
called for break-ups to regain independence,
resulting in circa 50 formal demands for secession.

Taking this historical legacy as our point of
departure, we ask to what extent intra-municipal
centre-periphery tensions are present today. Do
we observe different levels of satisfaction with
input-democracy as well as satisfaction with
output of welfare services in the centralort versus
‘local peripheries’? Using Statistics Sweden's
citizen survey, which has been carried out in 241
municipalities, we find a) small but statistically
significant signs of polarization regarding the
input-side of politics (where citizens in centralort
are more satisfied), but - somewhat surprisingly -
¢) much less significant differences when it comes
to output (welfare services such as schools and
care for the elderly).

Keywords: polarization centre-periphery, urban-rural, local urbanization, local centralization

Gissur O Erlingsson, Richard Ohrvall, Susanne Wallman Lundé&sen, Centre for local government studies,

Linképing University and Institute for Industrial Economics, Stockholm.
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7.3. Strategies of economic sustainability in
sparsely populated rural areas in Northern

Sweden

Josefina Syssner, Amira Fredriksson

This manuscript builds on an experimental study
performed in 39 municipalities in remote and rural
areas in Northern Sweden. The background to the
study was the Swedish government's decision in
2018 to allocate 5 million Swedish kronor to every
municipality that formed part of a certain area
regarded as in need of help in Sweden (Support
Area A). The allocation was meant to support
initiatives for local development and business but
was not accompanied by any specific requirements
of the kind that is usually found in targeted
investments.

Against this background, it is highly interesting
to study the initiatives the municipalities took
when they received unconditional grants from the

Josefina Syssner, Link6pings universitet

state. Based on municipality reports from 2018 to
2020, the paper analyzes local development policy
effortsin the municipalities by asking the following
questions: What did the municipalities choose to
use their extra funds for? What considerations and
analytical frameworks formed the basis for their
decisions? How did they define problems, goals
and solutions for local economic development?
We conclude by contrasting the analytical and
normative frameworks identified with current
literature on local economic sustainability — to see
whether and how local economic development
policies in rural areas in Sweden at all reflect
global discourses on sustainability, resilience, or
transition.
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7.4. Integrating territorial perspectives - A
study of “rural proofing” processes in Swedish

municipalities

Patrik Cras

The rural policy advice from both OECD and the
European Union encourages governments to set up
mechanisms for “rural proofing"” of policy. This can
be seen adopted by the rural policy statements of
the present Swedish government stating the need
for “the rural perspective” to be more prominentin
policy at the national, regional and local level.

In a national context a smaller group of Swedish
municipalities can be seen as forerunners in
developingwaystointegraterural perspectivesinto
diverse fields of sector policy. These municipalities
have in different ways introduced rural proofing
before national policy started to address this.

The purpose of this study is to describe the
practices of integrating rural perspectives at
municipallevel and explore lessonslearned that can

Patrik Cras, SLU

contribute to an understanding of mainstreaming
territorial perspectives in policy development
and public administration in general. The study
is based partly on qualitative interviews with
representatives of municipalities (civil servants
and politicians), and partly on analyzes of policy
documents.

The study shows that existing rural assessment
processes at municipal level differs regarding
the scope of the assessments and regarding
the form of territorial focus. The study draws
on the theoretical writing of Phillippe Baumard,
James Scott and Jonna Bornemark to develop a
conceptual model that illustrates the identified
practices of territorial assessment in policy
development and policy implementation.
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7.5. Den regionala utvecklingspolitikens politik

Albin Algotson

Lokal, regional och landsbygdsutvecklingspolitik
har allt sedan nyregionalismens framvaxt
intagit en apolitisk karaktdr. Nyregionalismens
nyliberala ideologiska utgdngspunkter har fargat
bdde politikens, praktikens och forskningens
forhalliningssatt till olika typer av platsbaserad
utveckling. Samtalet i bdde policy- och
forskningssammanhang intar inte sdllan en
teknisk karaktdar. En aldrig sinande strém av
modeller och metoder fér platsbaserad utveck-
ling utformas och utvdrderas av forskarsam-
hdllet. Men vart tog dom politiska dimensio-
nerna av utvecklingspolitiken viagen? Ambitionen
med denna text/presentation ar att skissera en
mer 'politisk’ forskningsagenda i den meningen
att politiska dimensioner av regional, lokal och
landsbygdsutveckling lyfts fram. Detta gors
genom att den regionalpolitiska forskningen
skarskddas i ljuset av fem av statsvetenskapens
allra mest centrala begrepp. Hur har dessa

begrepp visat sig i tidigare forskning? Och hur kan
frdgor som dessa begrepp ger upphov till battre
beforskas framdver?

- |déer och visioner - finns det ndgra sddana
eller ar visioner det enda vi har?

« Foérdelning - Vem far vad, ndr och varfér?

+ Deltagande - Vems rost blir hord och i
egenskap av vad?

« Organisering och styrning — hur gdr vi till vaga
och utifrdn vilken rationalitet?

. Ansvarsutkrdvande - Ar det n&gon som dr
ansvarig fér hur det gér?

Genom att stdlla dessa fragor till de fall av
regional, lokal och landsbygdsutveckling som vi
beforskar ar férhoppningen att regional utveck-
ling ska A&terupptackas som politikomrdde, och
inte reduceras till ett tekniskt falt.

Albin Algotson, Doktorand i statsvetenskap, Centrum fér kommunstrategiska studier, Linképings

Universitet
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7.6. EIP-Agri in Sweden - Lessons learned from
an ongoing evaluation 2016-2021

Therese Bjdrstig, Katarina Eckerberg

EIP-Agriispartofalargerinvestmentininnovations
within the Europe 2020 growth strategy known as
the European Innovation Partnership (EIP). The
innovations should promote the competitiveness
of rural areas and contribute to national
environmental protection and climate goals. The
Swedish Agricultural Agency was assigned to
be responsible for EIP-Agri as part of the Rural
Development Programme. Full funding is provided
to entrepreneurs to collaborate with counselors,
researchers and business representatives in an
innovation group to solve a problem or challenge.
We conducted an ongoing evaluation of the
implementation of EIP-Agri in Sweden during the
period 2016-2021 by studying both the process and
outcome. Research methods included in-depth
interviews with public officers and recipients, a
survey of the applicants, participant observation
and analyses of documents. We also screened EIP-

Agriimplementation at European level and in some
other member states. Several problems in the
design and administration of the programme were
identified, and communicated to the Agricultural
Agency as part of the ongoing evaluation learning
process. However, evaluation of the effects of EIP-
Agri proved difficult due to the many and unclear
programme goals combined with insufficient
provision of data from the Agricultural Agency.
We learned that Sweden has applied somewhat
stricter criteria for funding '‘innovation' than
in other member states, thus highlighting the
difficulty in finding a coherent understanding of
whatinnovation really means. Thisindicates a need
for further in-depth research on the challenges
of monitoring and evaluating innovation projects
nationally as well in a comparative European
perspective.

Key words: innovation, partnership, evaluation/implementation, rural development, Sweden
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7.7. Plattformar for landsbygdens aktorer i
Europa - sociala innovationer inom europeiskt

beslutsfattande

Elin Slatmo

| ett europeiskt Horizon2020-projekt kallat
SHERPA (2019-2024) ar uppdraget att majliggdéra
medskapande av framtida politik och forskning
samt implementerandet av politik fér 20 multi-
aktoérsplattformar runt om i Europa. Det ar
en uttalad larandeprocess for hur Europeiska
unionens institut och organisationer kan bli
mer férankrade i de europeiska landsbygderna,
vilket @r centralt for att skapa okad tillit mellan
landsbygdens aktérer och EU. | Sverige bérjar
etableringen av en plattform vintern 2021, ndr vi
lart oss av de 20 multi-aktorsplattformarna i den
férsta rundan. | Sverige har det under l&dng tid
funnitsolika plattformar fér att métas och p&verka
politik — inte minst det arbetet som sker inom Hela

Elin SIgtmo, Senior Research Fellow, Nordregio

Sverige Ska Leva och Landsbygdsriksdagen. S& ar
det inte dverallt och det dar inte heller sakert att
det som fungerar i Sverige dr ratt modell for andra
lander och regioner. Det mdste finnas en éppenhet
och flexibilitet till den geografiska och historiska
kontexten, samtidigt som det som diskuteras
regionalt och nationellt méste ha ett format som
enkelt kan vidareféras till aktérer p& EU-nivén.
Kan plattformar fér moéten mellan forskning,
samhadlle och politik vara ett steg mot att utveckla
innovationer gdllande beslutsfattande? Kan tillit
och lyhérdhet for aktérernas olika sorters kunskap
utvecklas i plattformar? Vilka ska medverka i
multi-aktoérsplattformarna fér att foérdndra
beslutsvégarna?
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