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Research positions

2022 -

2011 - 2022

Professor of Rural Development in the Global South, at the Swedish University of
Agricultural Sciences, SLU, Sweden.
Flora Hajdu | slu.se

Researcher at Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, SLU, Sweden.
Associate Professor (Docent) in Rural Development since 2014

Research projects | am involved in at SLU:

- InSALSA - Increasing Sustainability of Agribiologicals by Living Labs in sub-Saharan
Africa. Project participant and mentor of project postdoc, project led by SLU Alnarp.
Funded by EU Biodiversa+ BiodivNBS call 2024. Total budget 1,6m EUR.

-AgBio4SSA: Advancement and adaptation of agricultural biologicals to meet sub-
Saharan Africa smallholder farmers' needs and build sustainable food systems.
Project participant, project led by SLU Alnarp. Funded by National Research
Foundation of South Africa and Formas. Total budget 3m SEK

-Include2Restore — Sustainable rangeland restoration: Building inclusive knowledge
sharing hubs (Livestock Cafés) for resilient pastoral livelihoods and rangeland
restoration in East African drylands. Project participant, co-applicant. Funded by IDRC
and Gates Foundation within the RECAF (Climate-Resilient Animal Fund) initiative.
Project leadership located at University of Nairobi. SLU team of four researchers got
5,5m SEK.

- Grass Ceiling — Gender Equality in Rural and Agricultural Systems. Project
participant, co-applicant. Horizon Europe- funded consortium of 25 research
institutions across the EU, total funds 2,8 million EUR. Swedish team of three
researchers and one collaborating institution: 1,9m SEK.

-”"We are planting trees in Africa”: Swedish discourses and local effects of carbon
forestry projects in African localities. Project leader, main applicant. Funded by
Formas Negative emissions call with 5,4 mill. SEK, period 2020-2023.

-Towards more sustainable consumption of carbon emission reductions: A tool for
assessing social dimensions of tree planting in low-income countries. Project leader,
main applicant. Funded by Formas Research into practice call with 2 mill. SEK, period
2020-2022.

- Can cash transfers have long-term effects on rural livelihoods poor countries:
Learning lessons from the effects of the child grant in South Africa. Project leader,
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main applicant, main supervisor of PhD student. Funded by Formas Young research
leaders grant with 3,7 mill. SEK, period 2015-20

- Social cash transfers, generational relations and youth poverty trajectories in rural
Lesotho and Malawi. Co-investigator, funded by ESRC-DFID, 2015-19.

- The prospects for Swedish farming: Agrarian change and household strategies. Co-
investigator, co-applicant, project leader since 2019, funded by Formas 2016-19.

- Conservation for carbon or communities? Swedish climate and community forestry
initiatives in Uganda and Tanzania. Project leader, main applicant, funded by Sida/Vr
with 2,6 mill. SEK, 2013-16.

- Large scale agro investments in Africa — impacts on smallholder land access and

food security. Co-investigator, main supervisor of PhD student, project leader since
2014. Funded by Formas and Sida, 2012-2015.

Researcher at Uppsala Centre for Sustainable Development, Sweden.

Part-time work (35%) on research project entitled “Global Patterns of Production and
Consumption: Current Problems and Future Possibilities”. Co-applicant, project
coordinator. Funded by the Swedish Research Council (Vr) 2008-2011.

Guest Researcher at Centre for African Studies and St Antony’s College, Oxford
University during Hilary Term 2009. This was part of postdoctoral research during
January — September 2009, funded by a grant from Nils-Erik Svenssons Fund, The
Swedish Bank Tertiary Foundation (Riksbankens jubileumsfond).

Employment as postdoctoral Researcher at Brunel University, West London.
Full-time work on research project “Averting ‘New Variant Famine’ in Southern
Africa: Building Food Secure Rural Livelihoods with AIDS affected Young People”.
The work included 10 months of fieldwork in rural Malawi and Lesotho, followed by
analysis of research results and dissemination at workshops and conferences locally
as well as internationally, and writing of reports and articles.

Co-Investigator in research project entitled “Trading Out of Poverty? The Socio-
Spatial Impacts of Lesotho’s Garment Industry”. National University of Lesotho and
Brunel University, London.

PhD education

2001 - 2006

Employment as PhD student at Department of Water and Environmental Studies
(Tema Vatten), Linkdping University, Sweden.

Doctorate degree on 22" September 2006.

Thesis title: Local Worlds — Rural Livelihood Strategies in Eastern Cape, South Africa.
Research School affiliation: Cefo, Centre for Environment and Development Studies,
Uppsala university/SLU.

Supervisors: Prof. Anders Hjort af Ornas, Linkoping University, Prof. Lennart
Stromquist, Uppsala University, Dr. Annika Dahlberg, Stockholm University.

Primary, secondary and tertiary education

1996-2000

1993/1994

MSc degree at Uppsala University, Sweden. Interdisciplinary degree combining
subjects from three Faculties: Geography, Anthropology and Earth Sciences.
Bachelor’s thesis in Human Geography on participatory water resources
management, fieldwork was carried out during three months in India, funded by Sida
grant. Master’s thesis in Human Geography on tourism as a means for local
development, one month of fieldwork in South Africa, funded by a VR grant.

High School Studies at Pinole Valley High School, Pinole, California, USA.

2


http://www.slu.se/en/departments/urban-rural-development/research/rural-development/projects/prospects/

1983-1996

CV for Flora Hajdu, September 2025

Elementary and High School (Natural science orientation), Uppsala, Sweden.

Research coordination and academic leadership positions

2019-2021

2018 -2021

2017 - 2019

2015 - 2017
2009 - 2011

2009-2010

2003-2004

2000

Steering Group Board Member of the Swedish development research network
(SweDev). Together with a group of prominent Swedish development researchers,
we initiated this network, established it, drafted governing procedures, acquired
funding and started up a website, membership registry and various activities for
development researchers, teachers and crossing the research-practitioner divide.

Acting Subject Representative of Rural Development in the Global South, for four
years | performed essentially the same responsibilities as the Chair professor in our
subject would have, including responsibility for budgeting and academic leadership
of this research subject at Division of Rural Development, SLU.

Vice Head of Department, with special responsibility for the research related issues,
Department of Urban and Rural Development, SLU. Three year term.

Steering Group Board Member of Uppsala Centre for Sustainable Development.

Co-ordinator for DevNet, the Development Research Network for Nature, Poverty
and Power at Uppsala Centre for Sustainable Development, Uppsala University (part-
time work). Organising conferences, seminars, workshops and networking activities
for development researchers in Sweden.

Co-ordinator for Cefo Research School at Centre for Environment and Development
Studies, Uppsala University (part-time work). The work involved supporting PhD
students with interdisciplinary activities in environment and development related
subjects, including organising a seminar series, PhD courses, events and excursions,
administering travel grants, etc.

Research Secretary for IGFA (International Group of Funding Agencies for Global
Change Research), at the Swedish Research Council Formas (50%). Secretary of the
IGFA Steering Committee, Chair of the IGFA Staff Group, produced two reports of the
IGFA Annual Meetings, planned and executed IGFA Annual Conferences in Cape
Town 2003 and Reykjavik 2004. Participated in Group on Earth Observations (GEO)
conference in Cape Town, 2004, representing the organisation.

Research assistant, Linkdping University, Institute of Tema Research. Duties included
project preparations for South African research co-operation, a one-month
introductory visit to South Africa and writing of research applications.

Supervision of PhD students at the Department of Urban and Rural Development, SLU

2024 -
2022 - 2024

2015 - 2020

2013 - 2019

Co-supervisor of PhD student Deeksha Sharma, SLU. Due to defend Dec 2027.

Co-supervisor of PhD student Stanislaus Butungo, who defended his thesis: “Access
To Land in the Context of HIV and AIDS in Lyamba Ward, Rural Tanzania” on 22™
January 2024. https://pub.epsilon.slu.se/32478

Main supervisor of PhD student Stefan Granlund, who defended his thesis: “The
promise of payday: Exploring the role of state cash transfers in post-apartheid rural
South Africa” on 6" March 2020. Main supervisor since recruitment 2015-2020.
https://pub.epsilon.slu.se/16691/

Main supervisor of PhD student Jovita Amurwon, who defended her thesis:
“Responding to chronic illness - a case study from rural Uganda” on 15 October
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2019. I was Co-supervisor since 2013, main supervisor since May 2014.
https://pub.epsilon.slu.se/16337/

Main supervisor of PhD student Linda Engstrom, who defended her thesis:
“Development delayed: Exploring the failure of a Large-Scale Agricultural Investment
in Tanzania to deliver promised outcomes on 215 September 2018. | was co-
supervisor 2012-2014 and main supervisor from May 2014.
https://pub.epsilon.slu.se/15590/

Co-supervisor of PhD student Klara Jacobson (Fischer), who defended her thesis
“From Betterment to Bt maize: Agricultural Development and the Introduction of
Genetically Modified Maize to South African Smallholders” on 6 June 2013.
https://pub.epsilon.slu.se/10406/

Teaching and educational assignments

2011 - now
2024

2021

2021
2021-22
2021

2018 -2021
2017

2012 - 2017
2014 - 2015
2014

2012

2012- now
2012- now

Main supervisor of 11 MSc theses at SLU and Uppsala University, all of them doing
fieldwork in the Global South.

Course leader for the 7,5 ECTS online PhD course “Introduction to Rural
development in the Global South”, a core course within our research subject at
Division of Rural Development, SLU. This was the second time this course was given.

Initiated and led course development for the PhD course “Rural development in the
Global South”, a new core course within our research subject with the same name, at
Division of Rural Development, SLU. Was also vice course leader the first time the
course was given, spring 2021.

Part of course development group for an introductory course in a new politicies
candidate (pol. kand.) program in Sustainable Development at SLU, joint project
between Dept of Urban and Rural Development and Dept of Economics.

Part of course development group for the course “Rural areas in the climate
transition” for the Agriculture Program at Division of Rural development, SLU.

Organised SweDeV’s Teacher’s workshop together with two other researchers from
Swedish universities in October 2021. Lead a working group on “decolonial teaching”.

Member of Society and Landscape Research School Steering Board, SLU,
representing the subject Rural Development.

Representing the Department of Urban and Rural Development in the NJ Faculty
Research Education Board, SLU.

Representing the Division of Rural Development in the Research Education Board at
Dept. of Urban and Rural Development, SLU.

Guest lecturer at the course Ecology of Farming Systems, SLU Alnarp.
Course leader for PhD course “Introduction to Nvivo social scientific software”, SLU.
Lecturer at PhD course on “African Environmental History”, SLU.

Lecturing, leading seminars, providing course literature and exam questions at five
different undergraduate level courses in the Agriculture Program at SLU.

Lecturing, leading seminars and providing course literature at three master’s level
courses in the Master’s Programme on Rural Development and Natural Resource
Management, SLU and the Master’s programme in Sustainable Development UU/SLU
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Guest lecturer in teacher training programmes at Department of Human Geography,
Uppsala University

Guest lecturer in field preparation courses for students who have received a Minor
Field Study scholarship from Swedish Sida to do fieldwork in Global South countries.

Guest lecturer on Sustainable Development mainstreaming, for all staff at the
Department of Molecular Sciences, SLU

Lecturing on degradation myths in Africa and on academic reading and writing in the
undergraduate courses Sustainable Development A and B. Supervision of B-level
student writing projects and correction of Exams, at Centre for Environment and
Development Studies, Uppsala University.

Student counsellor, Department of Cultural and Economic Geography, Uppsala Univ.
The work included administration of courses and the student registration database,
counselling of students and maintenance of the department’s homepage.

Course leader for Environmental and Social Impact Assessment, 7,5 ECTS for the
International Master's Course on Water Resources and Sustainable Livelihoods,
Linképing University. The work entailed full responsibility for the course as well as
lecturing and supervision of writing assignments.

Vice course leader and lecturer at for Environmental and Social Impact Assessment,
7,5 ECTS in the International Master's Course on Water Resources and Sustainable
Livelihoods, Linkdping University

Expert / Referee /PhD examination — selected assignments

2024

2024

2024
2023
2022
2021
2020-

2021
2020

2020
2019
2018
2017

2017

Member of Examination Board for PhD Felicity Pike, Dept. of Physical Geography
Stockholm University.

Expert role in relation to carbon offsetting and negative emissions, Expert board
discussions at Swedish Society for Nature Conservation

Expert evaluator for a Routledge handbook proposal, Routledge publisher.

Expert evaluator for an Associate professor evaluation, LUCSUS, Lund University.
Expert evaluator for an Assistant Senior Lecturer position at LUCSUS, Lund University
Expert advisor to group developing new study plan for Geography in Sweden

Expert advisor to group developing the national level tests for Geography in Swedish
primary schools

Expert reviewer contributing to the IPCC Sixth Assessment Report

Member of Examination Board for PhD Luigi Piemontese, Stockholm Resilience
Centre.

Expert contributing to referral for new Swedish climate policy
Expert evaluator for a Senior Lecturer position at Sodertdrns hégskola
Opponent for predissertation seminar for Juliana Porsani, S6dertérns hégskola

Member of Examination Board for PhD Marat Murzabekov, Human Geography,
Uppsala University.

Member of Examination Board for PhD Jamila Haider, Stockholm Resilience Centre.
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2015 Opponent at licenciate defense of Jamila Haider, Stockholm Resilience Centre

2008 - now Peer reviewer for a wide range of journals, including Ambio, International
Development Planning Review, Journal of Environmental Management, Journal of
International Development, Journal of Peasant Studies, Mitigation and Adaptation
Strategies for Global Change, etc.

2005 Part of an Evaluation Group with the task of evaluating the work of the Collegium for
Development Studies at Uppsala University.

Leave of absence

Total: approximately 20 months full-time leave in total since PhD

2011-06-01 - 2011-12-31
2012-01-01 - 2012-05-01
2012-05-01 - 2012-08-20
2012-12-13 - 2013-01-12
2013-01-13 - 2013-06-30
2016-08-01 —2017-01-30

Maternity leave 100% for 7 months
Maternity leave 50% for 4 months

Sick leave 100% for 4 months

Sick leave 100% for 1 month

Maternity leave 20% for 6 months

Sick leave adding up to 75% for 6 months

Language and computer skills

Fluent in speech, reading and writing of Swedish and English. Good knowledge of Hungarian,
especially in speech. Limited knowledge of German, French, IsiXhosa, Chichewa, Sesotho, Swahili.

Good computer knowledge, including office package, and some proficiency of GIS (Geographical
Information Systems), various databases, NVivo social scientific research software, web publishing

and social media.

Flora Hajdu - List of Publications by type (reverse chronological order)

Peer reviewed international publications (fully published)

1. Hajdu, F., Rigg, J., Bergman-Lodin, J., Fischer, K., Marquardt, K., Khatri, D., Leder, S., Varley, G.,
Chiwona Karltun, L., Sandstrém, E., Bartholdsson, 0., Engstrém, L., Beckman, M., & Alarcén,
C. 2024. Rendering smallholders social: Taking a social relations approach to understanding
the persistence of smallholders in the rural Global South. Journal of Rural Studies. 111,
103432. https://doi.org/10.1016/].jrurstud.2024.103432

2. Hajdu, F., van Blerk, L., Ansell, N., Hemsteede, R., Mwathunga, E., Hlabana, T., & Robson, E.
2024. Livelihood Trajectories of Rural Young People in Southern Africa: Stuck in Loops?.
Development and Change. 55 (3) 465-92. https://doi.org/10.1111/dech.12826

3. Lund Christiansen K., Hajdu F., Planting Mollaoglu E., Andrews A., Carton W., Fischer K. 2023.
“Our burgers eat carbon”: Investigating the discourses of corporate net-zero commitments.
Environmental Science & Policy, 142, 79-88. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envsci.2023.01.015

4. Ansell, N, E Mwathunga, E, Hajdu, F, Robson, E, Hlabana, T, van Blerk L, Hemsteede R. 2022.
Ethical Principles, Social Harm and the Economic Relations of Research: Negotiating Ethics
Committee Requirements and Community Expectations in Ethnographic Research in Rural
Malawi. Qualitative Inquiry. Published online: https://doi.org/10.1177/10778004221124631
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5. Alarcén C, Lodin, JB, Hajdu F 2022. Agricultural Livelihoods, Rural Development Policy and
Political Ecologies of Land and Water: Exploring new agrarian questions. The Routledge
Handbook on Livelihoods in the Global South. 284-301. Available online:
www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781003014041-30/agricultural-livelihoods-
rural-development-policy-political-ecologies-land-water-cristi%C3%A1n-alarc%C3%B3n-
johanna-bergman-lodin-flora-hajdu

6. Gonda, N, Leder, S, Gonzélez-Hidalgo, M, Chiwona-Karltun, L, Stiernstrém, A, Hajdu, F, Fischer,
K, Asztalos-Morell, |, Kadfak, A. & Arvidsson, A. 2021. Critical Reflexivity in Political Ecology
Research: How Can the Coronavirus Pandemic Transform Us into Better Researchers?
Frontiers in Human Dynamics, 3, 41. https://doi.org/10.3389/fhumd.2021.652968

7. Eriksson, C. & Hajdu, F. 2021. “You have to focus all your energy on being a parent”: Barriers
and opportunities for Swedish farmers to be involved fathers. Journal of Rural Studies (83)
88-95. http://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrurstud.2021.02.020

8. Robson, E & Ansell, N; Hajdu, F; Hemsteede, R; Hlabana, T; Mwathunga, E; & van Blerk, L.
2020. ‘Questions about compensation’ in P. Alderson and V. Morrow (2nd edition) The Ethics
of Research with Children and Young People: A Practical Handbook SAGE, London. Pp. 84-85.

9. Hajdu F, Granlund S, Neves D, Hochfeld T, Amuakwa-Mensah F, and Sandstrom E. 2020. Cash
transfers for sustainable rural livelihoods? Examining the long-term productive effects of the
Child Support Grant in South Africa. World Development Perspectives (19)
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wdp.2020.100227

10. Hajdu F, Neves D, Granlund S. 2020. Changing livelihoods in rural Eastern Cape, South Africa
(2002-2016): Diminishing employment and expanding social protection. Journal of Southern
African Studies. https://doi.org/10.1080/03057070.2020.1773721

11. Fischer, K., Giertta, F., & Hajdu, F. 2019. Carbon-binding biomass or a diversity of useful
trees? (Counter) topographies of carbon forestry in Uganda. Environment and Planning E:
Nature and Space. 2 (1) 178-199. https://doi.org/10.1177/2514848618823598

12. Engstrom L, Hajdu F 2019. Conjuring ‘Win-World’ — Resilient Development Narratives in a
Large-Scale Agro-Investment in Tanzania. Journal of Development Studies. 55 (6) 1201-1220

13. Ansell N, Hajdu F, Van Blerk L and Robson E 2019. Fears for the future: The
incommensurability of securitisation and in/securities among southern African youth. Social
& Cultural Geography 20 (4) 507-533. : https://doi.org/10.1080/14649365.2017.1344871

14. Ansell N, Hajdu F, van Blerk, L and Robson, E 2018. ‘My happiest time’ or ‘my saddest time’?
The spatial and generational construction of marriage among youth in rural Malawi and
Lesotho. Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers 43(2) 184-199.
https://doi.org/10.1111/tran.12211

15. Fischer K, Hajdu F 2018.The importance of the will to improve: how ‘sustainability’ sidelined
local livelihoods in a carbon-forestry investment in Uganda. Journal of Environmental Policy
and Planning. 20 (3) 328-341 https://doi.org/10.1080/1523908X.2017.1410429

16. Amurwon J, Hajdu F, Bukenya Yiga D, and Seeley J 2017 “Helping my neighbour is like giving a
loan...” —the role of social relations in chronic illness in rural Uganda. BMC Health Services
Research 17:705 https://doi.org/10.1186/s12913-017-2666-5

17. Hajdu F, Fischer K, Penje O 2016 Questioning the use of ‘degradation’ in climate mitigation: A
case study of a forest carbon CDM project in Uganda. Land Use Policy. 59 (31) 412-422.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2016.09.016

18. Fischer K, Hajdu F, Cavallin Giertta F 2016 Commentary on the paper by Lyons and Westoby
“Carbon colonialism and the new land grab: Plantation forestry in Uganda and its livelihood
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impacts”, Journal of Rural Studies. (47) 267-268.
https://doi.org/10.1016/].jrurstud.2016.06.014

Ansell N, Hajdu F, van Blerk L, Robson E, 2016. AlDS-affected young people's access to
livelihood assets: exploring 'new variant famine' in rural southern Africa. Journal of Rural
Studies (46) 23—34. https://doi.org/10.1016/].jrurstud.2016.05.008

Hajdu F, Fischer K 2017. Problems, causes and solutions in the forest carbon discourse: A
framework for analysing degradation narratives. Climate and Development. 9 (6) 537-547
https://doi.org/10.1080/17565529.2016.1174663

Amurwon J, Hajdu F, Seeley J 2015. The relevance of timing of iliness and death events in the
household life cycle for coping outcomes in rural Uganda in the era of HIV. International
Journal for Equity in Health 14:105 https://doi.org/10.1186/s12939-015-0253-0

Fischer K, Hajdu F 2015. Does raising maize yields lead to poverty reduction? A study of the
‘Massive Food Production Programme’ in South Africa. Land Use Policy 46, 304-13.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2015.03.015

Ansell N, Tsoeu S, Hajdu F 2015. Women’s changing domestic responsibilities in neoliberal
Africa: a relational time-space analysis of Lesotho’s garment industry. Gender, Place and
Culture 22 (3) 363-382 https://doi.org/10.1080/0966369X.2013.855712

Ansell N, Robson E, Hajdu F and van Blerk L 2014. Learning from young people about their
lives: using participatory methods to research the impacts of AIDS in southern Africa. In
Porter G, Townsend J and Hampshire K Children and Young People as Knowledge Producers.
London: Routledge.

Ansell N, Hajdu F, Robson E and van Blerk L 2014. Reconceptualizing temporality in young
lives: Exploring young people’s current and future livelihoods in AIDS-affected southern
Africa. Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers 39 (3) 333-475
https://doi.org/10.1111/tran.12041

Hajdu F, Ansell N, Robson E, van Blerk L 2013. Rural young people’s opportunities for
employment and entrepreneurship in globalised southern Africa: The limitations of targeting
policies. International Development Planning Review 35 (2) 155-174.
https://doi.org/10.3828/idpr.2013.1

Ansell N, van Blerk L, Robson E, Hajdu F 2012. The spatial construction of young people’s
livelihoods in rural southern Africa. Geography 9 (3) 135-140.

Ansell N, Robson E, Hajdu F, van Blerk, L 2012. Learning from young people about their lives:
using participatory methods to research the impacts of AIDS in southern Africa. Children’s
Geographies 10 (2) 169-186.

Ansell N, Hajdu F, Robson E, van Blerk L and Marandet, E 2012. Youth policy, neoliberalism
and transnational governmentality: A case study of Lesotho and Malawi /In Kraftl P, Horton J
and Tucker F (eds.) Critical Geographies of Childhood and Youth: Contemporary Policy and
Practice. Bristol, The Policy Press.

Hajdu F, Jacobson K, Salomonsson L, Friman E 2012. “But tractors can’t fly”: A
transdisciplinary analysis of neoliberal agricultural development interventions in South
Africa. International Journal of Transdisciplinary Research 6 (1) 24-51.

Ansell, N, van Blerk, L Hajdu F, Robson, E 2011. Spaces, times and critical moments: A
relational time-space analysis of the impacts of AIDS on rural youth in Malawi and Lesotho
Environment & Planning A 43 (3) 525-544.
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Hajdu F, Ansell N, Robson E and van Blerk L 2011. Income generating activities for young
people in Southern Africa: Exploring AIDS and other constraints. Geographical Journal 177
(3) 251-263

Hajdu F 2009. Questioning homogenous degradation narratives in Transkei: Livelihoods and
natural resource use in two Pondoland villages. In Guyot S and Dellier J (eds.) Rethinking the
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